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ACCEPT THE TRUTH WHEREVER FOUND. |||| DO RIGHT FOR THE SAKE OF RIGHT
V o l u m e  2 3 . C o l l e g e v i l l e ,  P a . ,  T h u r s d a y , F e b r u a r y  2 4 = , 1 8 9 8 W h o l e  N u m b e r  : 1 1 8  2
J  W . R O Y E R , 91. D .,
Practising Physician,
TRAPPE, Pa. Office a t his residence, nearly 
opposite Masonic Hall.
j y j  Y .W E B E R ,9I. D .,
Practising Physician,
EVANSBURG, Pa. Office H onrs: Until 9 
a. m.; 7 to 9 p. m.
j g  A . K lt lS E X ,  91. 1».,
H om eopathic Physician,
COLLEGEVILLE, Pa. Office Hours : Until 9 
a. m.; 6 to 8 p, m.
g  B . H O R N IN G , ill.  D .,
Practising Physician,
EVANSBURG, Pa. Telephone in office.
Office Hours until 9 a. m.
J^ R . B . F . P L A C E ,
Dentist,
COB. MAIN AND DjsKALB STBEETS 
NORRISTOWN, PA.
Rooms 303 and 305. - Entrance, Main Street.
Keystone Telephone, No. 75. Take Elevator.
^ jh e a p  a n d  R e lia b le  D e n tis try .
Dr.N. S.BORNBMAN,
209 Sw e d e  St .,
NORRISTOWN, P A .
In  active practice 20 years. The only place 
where Pure Laughing Gas is made a specialty 
for the P a in l e s s  extraction of teeth ; 38,000 gal­
lons administered the past 6 years. Beautiful 
Artificial Teeth inserted. Charges Reasonable. 
English or German Language spoken.
D R . F R A N K  B R A N D R E T H , 
(Successor to Dr. Chas, Ryckman,)
DENTIST,
ROYERSFORD, PA. Practical Dentistry a t 
honest prices.
G. H O BSO N ,
A ttorney-at-L aw ,
NORRISTOWN a n d  COLLE-GEVILLE.
All legal business attended to promptly. First- 
class Stock Fire Insurance Companies repre­
sented. A t home, Collegeville, every evening.
y  P W A R D  E . LO N G ,
A ttorney-at-L aw ,
and N o tary  P u b l ic . Settlement of Estates a 
Specialty.
Of f ic e  : Corner Swede and Airy Streets, 
o p p .Court House. R e s id e n c e : North Corner 
Marshall & Stanbridge Streets, NORRIS­
TOWN, PA.
j y jA Y N E  R . LO N G S T R E T H ,
A ttorney-at- Law,
And Notary Public. ::: Land Title and Trust 
Company Building, 608 Chestnut St., 
Phila., Pa.
Telephone Office No. 4082. House No. 5928. 
Also member of the Montgomery County Bar.
H A R V E V  li.  SHO .nO ,
Attorney at Law,
No. 225 MAIN STREET, ROYERSFORD, PA. 
All legal business promptly attended to. 
Notary Public. U. S. claims.
4-11
Q G O R G E  N. CO RSO N,
Attorney at Law,
TIMES ¡BUILDING, NORRISTOWN, PA. 
All legal business promptly attended to.
JOHN T. W AGNER. — Î—  I .  O. W ILLIA M S.
W A G N E R  A  W IL L IA M S ,
Attorneys and Counsellors at Law,
8 E. AIRY STREET, NORRISTOWN, PA.
Conveyancing and Real Estate. Properties 
bought, sold, and exchanged. Rents collected. 
Money to lend on good security. All legal busi­
ness attended to with promptness and accuracy.
Mr. Wagner can be seen evenings a t Iron- 
bridge ; Mr. Williams a t Port Providence. 
Philadelphia Office, 420 W alnut St., Room 36. 
Consultations in English or German. 4-16
J  HI. Z IM M E R M A N ,
Justice o f the P eace,
COLLEGEVILLE, PA. Legal Papers, Bonds, 
Deeds, &c., executed and acknowledgements 
taken; Conveyancing and Real Estate busi­
ness generally attended to. The clerking of 
sales a specialty.
J O H N  S. H C N S IC K E R ,
Justice of the P eace,
RAHN STATION, PA. Conveyancer and 
General Business Agent. Clerking of sales a t­
tended to. Charges reasonable.
g  W . W E IK E L ,
Justice of the Peace,
TRAPPE, PA.
Conveyancer and General Business Agent. 
Legal Papers, Deeds, etc., carefully drawn. 
Claims collected. Sales clerked. Moderate 
charges. 20jan.
Ed w a r d  d a v i d ,P a in te r  and
Paper-H anger,
COLLEGEVILLE, PA. « S ' Samples of paper 
always on hand.
J  P . L A T S H A W ,
Painter and Paper Hanger
COLLEGEVILLE, PA. Estimates furnished 
and contracts taken.
J  P . HO O NS,
Practical Slater.
BAHN STATION, PA. Dealer In every qual­
ity of Booling, Flagging, and Ornamental 
Slates. Send for estimates and prices.
T ^ A N IE L  S H U L E R ,
Contractor and Builder,
TBAPPE, PA. Contracts for the constnmtlon 
of all kinds of buildings executed. Estimates 
cheerfully furnished. ¿¿ma.
J .  TR U C K S ES S ,
-TEACHER OP---A .
VOCAL and INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC,
PBOVIDENCE SQUARE, PA. O rgans tu n ed  
an d  rep a ired . I4ap y
J O H N  H . C A S S E L B E R R Y ,
Surveyor & Conveyancer.
All kinds-of legal papers drawn. T h |;  
lng of sales a specialty. Charges reasonable 
P. O. Address; Lower Providence, F»-8o" esl 
denco : Evansburg, Pa *
T l  W . W A L T E R S ,
Contractor and Builder,
TBAPPE, PA.
Contracts for all kinds of buildings executed. 
Estimates cheerfully furnished. 9jan.
p  ASSEN  G ER S
And Baggage
Conveyed to and from Collegeville Station. 
Charges reasonable.
HENRY YOST, Collegeville, Pa.




Plans and Specifications prepared on short 
notice. Charges moderate. 9sep.
Catarrh Cured
Fullness in the Head and Ring­
ing in the Ears
Better in Every Way Since Taking 
Hood’s 8arsaparilla.
“ For several years I  had no cessation 
ot the suffering caused by catarrh. I  had 
a sense of fullness in the head and ringing 
in my ears. One of my nostrils was 
tightly dosed so I  could not breathe 
through it, and I  could not clear my head. 
I  tried several catarrh cores, but failed to 
get relief. Seeing accounts of cures by 
Hood’s Sarsaparilla I  determined to  give 
it a fair trial. After taking a few bottles 
I  was satisfied It had effected a cure, for 
the catarrh no longer troubled me a par­
ticle and I  felt better in every way than 
for years. I  am now able to  do a hard 
day’s work on the farm.” Al f r e d  E. 
Yinst, Hoernerstown, Pennsylvania.
H O O d ’S  ^arHIa
Is the best—In fact the One True Blood Purifier. 
Sold by all druggists. |1 ; six for $5.
Hood’s Pills.!“1 tobuy,easytotBke-’ 'easy  operate. 25c.
L I T E R A R Y .
SU N D A Y  P A P E R S - silveredDifferent Philadelphia pape«‘ d e l iv e ^
EDITED BY FRANCES G. MOSEB.
A posthumous volume by the late 
Bishop Philips Brooks will be issued 
shortly under the title of “The Best 
Methods of Promoting Spiritual 
Life.”
* * *
Miss Mary Angela Dickens (a 
grand-daughter of Charles Dickens) 
has written a new novel, entitled 
“Against the Tide.”
** *
Rudyard Kipling’s third just-so 




Professor Sbaler tells in a Youth’s 
Companion article “The Depths of 
the Earth,” what is already known 
concerning the interior spaces of 
the planet on which we live, and 
indulges in some conjectures as to 
the conditions existing a thousand 
miles under our feet.
*
*  *
The recent application of a well- 
known historian to see the unpub­
lished letters of Marie Antoinette 
ifi the Austrian Archives has been 
refused on the grounds of ex­
pediency, as they are of an ex­
tremely confidential nature, and, in 
some cases, contain State secrets. 
About 220 of her letters have al­
ready been given to the public, but 
the most important part of her cor- 
repondence lies at Vienna unpub­
lished. I t is stated that there are 
unmistakable signs of these letters 
having been tampered with.
** *
One of the new books that is now
in great demand is Professar Max 
Muller’s “Auld Lang Syne.”
**  *
In Wanamaker’s February list of 
best selling books “Quo Vadis” 
stands first, “Hugh Wynne,” sec 
ond, “Captains Courageous,” third 
and “The Christian,” fourth.
** He
-The various book columns of the
daily papers have paragraphs about 
the health of Mr. Ruskin. To take 
the consensus of many sources, the 
“Apostle of Light” continues in 
fair condition, inasmuch as he is 
able to take daily walks and to re­
ceive visits from personal friends. 
He is not allowed to do much work 
and hardly any correspondence, but, 
it is added, that his delight in read- 
ing is as keen as ever, and “he 
spends much time daily in dipping 
into all manner of books, including 




London publishers complain that 
the present book season has by no 
means answered expectations. The 
public demand for books especially 
issued for Christmas fell far below 
the anticipated mark, and there was 
a noted falling off in children’s 
story books. Books of adventure 
and particularly “sea-hooks” seem 
to have been in fair demand on the 
other side.
O  iffere t ila el ia 
to those wishing to purchase In Oolieg
rn_A««« a—a-.— Qnn^Aw mnrnll^F,
vs A g e n t ,  
CollegevlU®» Fa.
tu liliuoo nioiuuB IV — - --
Trappe every Sunday orning. . «. HENRY YOST, News  e  i
The literature of reason is the 
staff of intellectual life.
HIRAM’S WOOING.
Hiram Scott, dressed in his Sun­
day best, paced slowly back and 
forth from kitchen to parlor, paus­
ing now and again to look out of 
the window. His housekeeper sat 
primly before the fire as she asked : 
“Can you see any one cornin’ ? I 
reckoned the parson would come 
early.”
“I think I hear the sleigh bells. 
Yes, there they come.”
There was a great flutter and con­
fusion for a few minutes, as the load 
of young people scampered from 
the sleigh and rushed into the bouse. 
Still they kept coming, until the 
bouse was filled with a mixed crowd 
of people. Gray-bearded men sat 
in the corner and talked about the 
crops, and rosy-cheeked matrons 
held Sarah or Robert on their laps 
while they visited with their neigh­
bor, and out in the great roomy 
kitchen the young folks played 
needle’s eye” and other games.
Hiram Scott spoke to his house­
keeper, who was familiarly known 
as Aunt Sabrina, saying :
“I think we would better start 
the fires upstairs, aud let them sit 
up there, if they can’t fiDd room 
downstairs.”
“I was just going to ask you 
about that. I declare to goodness,
I know not where to set another one. 
I ’m real glad, too, ’cause Mrs. Swifiip 
is here, an’ she said so much about 
the sociable at Martha’s, hinting 
that Martha wasn’t popular, an’ a 
lot o’ such stuff, ’cause there wasn’t 
but a few there ; an’ massy knows 
that It hailed an’ thundered dredful 
that night.”
“Well, this is the largest gather­
ing we have had y e t; she can’t say 
you are not popular.”
Taking some bits of pine, Hiram 
went upstairs to light the fires, 
while Aunt Sabrina was here, there 
and everywhere, looking after the 
comfort of her guests.
Hiram Scott was a bachelor ; and 
why he remained single, when he 
could have had his pick of the 
bright girls in the place, was a 
puzzling question to many a manag­
ing mother. He was good looking
_not handsome, just good looking
_and was one of the wealthiest
land owners in the town. He was 
devoted to his mother while she 
lived, and many said that he 
would never marry. His mother 
had been dead for three years, and 
Aunt Sabrina still kept her place, 
although she often wished she could 
live with Martha.
Hiram built a fire in the large 
front room, and just as he was 
about to light the fire in the back 
chamber, he heard Aunt Sabrina 
say :
“Yes, go right up ; there’s a fire 
up there, but rnebby you had better 
lay on a stick or two, an’ then ’twill 
be warm enough.”
He heard the swish and rustle of 
their garments, and as they spoke 
be recognized the voices of Mrs. 
Clayton and her sister Mrs. Mary 
Dash.
Mrs. Dash was a widow and a 
scheming one, too. She said, as 
she settled herself in the rocker be­
fore the fire :
“I wonder how much Hiram Scott 
is worth ? I tried in a roundabout 
way to find out, hut Aunt Sabrina 
had no idea how much he was worth, 
but gave it as her opinion that he 
was better off than folks knew for. 
I ’ve been looking the house over, 
and I tell you in confidence that I 
wouldn’t object being mistress of 
it.”
“If you ever get to be mistress 
of this house, you will have to take 
advantage of leap year and propose 
to him, for he is too bashful to ask 
any one to have him.”
“I don’t think he is bashful. I 
thought he was very easy among 
his guests.”
“Yes, in a crowd ; but you never 
seen him talking to one of the girls 
apart from the others. I tell you, I 
know Hiram Scott. I know that he 
would have been married to Ruth 
Whitney years ago if he hadn’t 
been so bashful. Ruth is one of 
your proud, reserved girls, who 
would rather die than give her love 
unsought.”
“Well, I think he has waited long 
enough. I mean to marry him be­
fore the June roses blossom.”
“Surely you are not in earnest ?”
“Yes, I am. I mean to begin this 
very night. You propose that, as 
it is leap year, the ladies select their 
partners for suppers, instead of the 
usual way. I will take care to se­
cure Hiram, and the rest will he 
easy.”
They were now joined by several 
others and the conversation took a 
turn.
Poor Hiram was in agony. He 
had no thought of listening to their 
confidential talk, and when he
realized what had been said he felt 
that it would be awkward for him 
to make his presence known. He 
could not leave the room without 
passing through the room they oc­
cupied. He still knelt before the 
stove, but he dared not strike a 
match or move, for fear they would 
discover him.
At length to his relief, they all 
left the room, and he hastened down 
the stairs just in time to bear Mrs. 
Clayton say to a group of young 
girls :
“As it is leap year, you ladies will 
escort the gentlemen out to sup­
per.”
He looked wildly about him, and 
there, comiDg toward him, he saw 
Mrs. Dash. Fortune favored him, 
for some one stopped her for a mo­
ment, and in that moment Hiram 
opened the cellar door, and in the 
little dark entry he wiped the 
moisture from his brow as he 
thought :
“What a fool lam  1 I ’d rather 
give the best hoise I ’ve got than go 
to supper with her, aud I know she 
will find me. I might as well go 
out, and perhaps some one else will 
ask me before she does.”
He opened the door and peeped 
cautiously forth. She was not in 
sigh t; so he stepped boldly forth, 
only to hear a voice at his elbow 
exclaim:
“Ah, here you are at last 1 I have 
been looking for you everywhere.”
Before he hardly knew what had 
happened, he was led out to supper 
by Mrs. Dash. Hiram was silent 
and abstracted in his manner, even 
passing pickles to Mrs. Dash when 
she wished for cake; then, discover­
ing his mistake, he apologized in an 
awkward manner, for Ruth Whitney 
sat at the other side of the table, 
and he fancied that her eyes had a 
sly twinkle in them as she glanced 
at Mrs. Dash.
Mrs. Dash was gaiety itself, and 
kept him at her side the remainder 
of the evening; and before be 
hardly realized how it happened, he 
was escorting her to her home. 
When he reached his own home 
again, he sat down by the fire, and 
it mast be confessed that he pushed 
the great mild eyed house cat out of 
his chair with a rougher haDd than 
usual. He leaned back in his chair 
and thought :
“I feel as though I would like to 
kick something or somebody. I ’d 
kick myself if I could, for I ’d 
ought to be kicked for letting that 
hateful Mrs. Dash get the better of 
me. I know she meant every word 
she said about marrying me before 
the June roses blossomed ; and she 
will, in spite of everything, if I 
don’t look sharp.”
Then his thoughts turned to 
sweet Ruth Whitney, and he won­
dered if Mrs. Clayton had spoken 
the truth when she said that Ruth 
Whitney would have married him 
years ago if he had sought her 
band. He mentally resolved to ask 
her the very next day to marry him 
and he was soon sound asleep in 
his chair.
He was aroused in the morning 
by Aunt Sabrina, who said :
“Hiram Scott, what on earth is 
the matter with you a-sleepin’ in 
your chair like that ? You must be 
crazy, or else you’re in love. I 
thought you was mighty attentive 
to that widder last evening, but I 
didn’t think you’d be so shaller as 
to sit by a cold stove till mornin’.”
Hiram said nothing, but busied 
himself with the fires. When they 
were burning brightly he called 
DaD, the hired man, and went out 
to the barn to feed the stock. Dan 
soon joined him, and almost the 
first thing be said was some banter­
ing remarks about the widow. This 
did not improve Hiram’s state of 
mind, hut it prepared him some­
what for the many sly bints and 
jokes that he beard on every side 
when he went down to the village 
later in the day.
When he returned home, Aunt 
Sabrina was about to leave for Mar­
tha’s, having learned that Martha 
had sprained her shoulder and bro­
ken two of her ribs by a fall down 
the cellar stairs.
“You know, Hiram,” said she, 
“you’re like my own boy; but Mar 
tha needs me more’n you do, an’ 
Mrs. Hathaway tells me—an’ she 
got the news straight, too, so there’s 
no use o’ you denying it—that you 
au’ the widder are to be married 
’fore long, an’ so I thought I ’d bet­
ter go for good. I know that I 
couldn’t nobow git along with her.”
Hiram’s face flushed and he was 
about to deny the truth of the 
report, but was stopped by the en 
trance of Martha’s husband, and 
Aunt Sabrina was soon on her way
Nearly every one in the little 
village called on Martha during the 
next few days, professedly to see 
“poor Martha,” but really to ques 
tion Aunt Sabrina about the rumor 
that was afloat in the village.
Again and again. Aunt Sabrina 
plaited the bottom of her starched 
apron and told this story to her 
questioners:
“No, Hiram didn’t tell me ; Mrs. 
Hathaway told me about it, an’ I 
think Mrs. Clayton must ’a’ told to 
her, for she said she got the news 
straight, an’ I don’t know anyone 
else that could ’a’ kuowed about it.
I told Hiram what I heard, ah’ be 
didn’t deny it, an’ acted dretful put 
out when I said I couldn’t git 
along with her nohow, an’ so I ’ve 
left for good.”
She would then smooth out the 
wrinkles she bad made in her apron, 
while she listened to the remarks 
and exclamations of the visitors. 
Mrs. Gillet, the grocer’s wife, said : 
“I ’ve known Sarah Dash off and 
on for a good many years, more’n 
she’d thank me to tell, and you’ll 
see style when she goes to keepin’ 
house. I wouldn’t wonder if she 
had the hull house new furnished.” 
Another said : “I saw him a-look- 
ing at the new cutters in front of 
Benson’s shop I wonder if he 
wasn’t going to buy one ?”
Thus their tongues wagged, and 
heads were nodded or shaken as 
they approved or disapproved the 
match.
The next morning after Aunt 
Sabrina left so suddenly, Hiram 
stayed in the house to cook break­
fast for himself and Dan. The 
buckwheat cakes were sudden, the 
coffee was muddy,and as he washed 
the breakfast dishes he again re­
solved to go at once and ask Ruth 
Whitney to marry him.
He harnessed his horse and was 
soon on the road. As he drove 
near to Mrs. Clayton’s house he saw 
Mrs. Dash standing by the front, 
gate, and when he came within 
speaking distance she said :
“I would like to ride down to the 
village with you.
He was too bashful to tell her 
that he was going to the next house 
to ask Ruth to marry him, and so it 
happened that Mrs. Dash rode down 
to the village with him. Ruth saw 
them pass by, but if she cared, no 
one was the wiser. She did care 
more than she would own to her­
self ; and she came home from the 
village next ( day feeling out of 
sorts with the world, and said, with 
almost a sob; as she went to her 
room :
“I don’t care. I never will marry 
a man who hasn’t got spunk enough 
to ask me like a man. I known 
Hiram used to like me ; but what’s 
the use of thinking of what used to 
be, when be is about to marry some 
one else ?”
She had heard in the village that 
Hiram had bought a new cutter and 
was going to have the bouse re­
furnished ; some even said “a new 
bouse built and a piano from the 
city.” This last was considered the 
greatest extravagance of all, and 
for the time the people could talk 
of little else. Some even went so 
far as to ask Mrs. Dash when they 
were to be married, and she, with­
out saying plainly that the day was 
set, gave them to understand that it 
was in the near future.
All this Ruth had heard, and who 
can blame her if her pillow was wet 
with tears ere her weary eyes closed 
that night ?
The Thirteenth day of February 
Hiram sat in his comfortless home 
and thought over the situation. 
When he went to the village with 
his horse and cutter, Mrs. Dash was 
on hand to go with him ; and when 
be went afoot or on horse hack, she 
would come out and detain him on 
some pretext or other ; and all this 
was in sight of the Whitney place, 
and she seemed to take delight in 
being very familiar with him, calling 
him “Hiram” whenever any one was 
by to hear. He became so wrought 
up, as he thought about it, that he 
said aloud :
“I can’t stand this any longer. 
She’ll marry me in spite of fate if I 
don’t do something at once.”
He paced back and forth in 
thought:
“I don’t believe I could ever ask 
any woman to marry me, for I have 
resolved more than a hundred times 
ta  go to Ruth and learn my fate, 
and here I am actually getting a 
little bald and not married yet. 
have it II will send a letter to Ruth, 
and will save a direct refusal.”
He sat down and wrote his letter 
and in conclusion asked her to set 
a light in the south chamber window 
on the following evening, if she 
could give him a favorable answer 
Then a new difficulty presented 
itself: Every one in the village 
knew his handwriting, and if she 
should say “No,” every one would 
surely see the letter—at least the 
postmaster would—and really he 
couldn’t think of sending it. At 
length a brilliant thought came to 
him and early the next morning he 
was on his way to Mill Centre, a 
village ten miles away.
When he arrived there he bought 
an envelope and enclosed the letter. 
He then asked the salesman to 
address it for him, as he was too 
cold to write. He readily consented, 
and as soon as Hiram had posted it 
be turned his horse’s bead home­
ward.
Half an hour after he left the 
stage bore the precious missive on 
its journey ; when it reached its 
destination it was soon called for 
and delivered to Miss Ruthie Whit­
ney, a niece of Ruth Whitney 
senior. In the privacy of her own 
room she read the letter, and when 
she read the signature a bright light 
came into her eyes.
“I t ’s meant for auntie. I remem­
ber hearing father saying something 
about it years ago. I believe this 
Mr. Scott was a very bashful man, 
and auntie was rather cool to him, 
and when father remonstrated with 
her she vowed she would never 
marry a man that hadn’t spunk 
enough to ask for her hand without 
her leading him on. I ’m sure she 
likes him, aud I ’ve half a mind to 
set the light in the window myself, 
and when he comes he will have to 
make some explanations, and all 
may end well.”
When the shades of night began 
to fall, Hiram looked often in the 
direction of the south chamber 
window in the Whitney house, and 
his hopes slowly ebbed away as all 
remained dark and gloomy. Just 
as he called himself a dolt and an 
idiot for thinking about marrying 
at this time of life, there shone 
forth a light in the window.
He hastily donned hat and over­
coat, and under cover of the dark­
ness strode bravely by Mrs. Clay­
ton's door and soon was admitted 
by the niece, Ruthie, who bad been 
expecting him. When he inquired 
for auntie, she said :
“She’s out in the kitchen ; hut 
you can go right out there if you 
wish.”
He found Ruth busy whittling 
some kindling for the morning fire, 
and before she realized that he was 
there he clasped her in his arms and 
imprinted a kiss on her lips.
“What do yon mean ?” indig­
nantly asked Ruth.
His bashfulness bad left him, and 
he exclaimed with a jolly laugh : 
“Mean ? I mean to have you set 
the day, and don’t you put it off 
very long, either 1 We ought to 
have been married years ago, and 
now the sooner we’re married the 
better it will suit me.”
Half an hour after, Ruthie went 
into the kitchen, and Hiram proudly 
announced their engagement, add­
ing :
“I t’s no secret; tell every one 
you see.”
The news spread ; before the next 
night every man, woman and child 
knew it, and when Mrs. Hathaway 
called at Mrs. Clayton’s to tell the 
news, Mrs. Dash was not in the 
least surprised. She knew it was 
reported that she herself was going 
to marry him, but she had never 
said so, and was not to blame for 
other people’s yarns. Then she 
slyly hinted that Hiram would 
marry Ruth because she had refused 
him, and he thought to spite her iu 
that way.
Oue day Ruthie told Hiram about 
the letter. As he had no further 
use for it, he dropped it into the 
stove, and Aunt Ruth was none the 
wiser, and, as Ruthie wears a nice 
little gold watch, a gift from Hiram, 
Aunt Ruth will probably never know 
but what Hiram asked her like a 
man !
One day in early spring they were 
married in the church. After they 
had left on the stagecoach for their 
bridal tour, Aunt Sabrina went hack 
to Hiram’s house, which would 
henceforth be her home. She re­
moved her bonnet and stood before 
the mirror for a few minutes, ad­
miring her new silk dress, Hiram’s 
gift, and then said to Dan :
“Did yon see Mrs. Dash ? She 
sot near you, an’ when they was 
a-goin’ out she said, sos’s all the 
folks could hear: ‘I believe she 
asked him herself, they’ve waited 
so long ; an’, you know, it’s leap 
year.’ I forgot all about Martha’s 
broken ribs, an’ I hunched her with 
my elbow an’ says real loud, I says, 
says I : ‘Sour grapes 1’ ”—Wake 
Robin.
M A R R IE D  T H E  G R A 9 D - 
91 O T H E R .
AND THE GIBES HAD ALL OF THEIR 
ANXIETY FOR NOTHING.
George Seaman was troubled, as 
any man might be who had two 
pretty daughters and did not know 
which one was being courted by the 
young man in the case.
For William Wallace, 21 years 
old, black-haired and handsome and 
with a snug sum laid by, had been
a frequent visitor, but the two 
motherless girls were equally puz­
zled by his attentions. Sometimes 
Belle thought she was the one he 
was making love to, hut when she 
compared notes with Annie she 
found he had been impartial. So 
they smiled at each other over the 
situation and tried a little harmless 
flirting with the hoy for amuse­
ment.
“ Which one of the girls do you 
suppose Williams wants, mother ?” 
asked George Seaman of his mother, 
who made her home with him. . But 
grandma only laughed a little 
strangely and said :
“Mebbe he don’t want either one; 
mebbe he’s courtin’ me !” and then, 
as Widow Seaman is 60, her son 
laughed and said : “Like as not he 
is 1”
Yesterday grandma’s place in the 
chimney corner was vacant, and 
William came not to eat doughnuts 
and drink hard cider in the good old 
West Virginia way. But a telegram 
from Wheeling signed by George 
Seaman’s mother read :
“I was right—it was me. We 
are married and are going West.” 
Then the girls looked at each 
other in dismay. Their beau had 
eloped with their grandmother 1— 
Chicago Journal.
W O U LD N ’T  W O R K .
HE HIRED A MAN TO WORRY FOB 
HIM, BUT BELIEF WAS ONLY 
TEMPORARY.
He looked tired and worn out. 
His eyes were red and swollen from 
weeping, and his sunken cheeks 
were plainly told of ceaseless care 
and worry. A man not more than 
forty years of age, be looked every 
bit of sixty. He bad been arrested 
last week and arraigned before 
Justice Martin charged with dis­
orderly conduct.
“I don’t know what to make o? 
him, your honor,” said the officer 
who made the arrest. “He is hang­
ing about the banks in the central 
part of the city and seems to fear 
some impending doom. He refused 
to give his name, and as a last re­
sort I thought I would bring him 
before you.”
“Your houor, sir,” meekly spoke 
the prisoner, “I am worried just as 
the officer says. The frequency of 
bank troubles and loan association 
bust-ups, coupled with the strin­
gency of the money market, have 
well-nigh driven me crazy. I have 
done everything possible to over­
come my trepidation and nervous­
ness, but my recent losses have too 
strong a hold upon me. Several 
days ago I met a man who seemed 
to appreciate my condition. He 
informed me that he would ease my 
mind and cause me to recover my 
buoyant spirits. Eagerly I grasped 
his outstretched hand. He directed 
me to a place on South Clark street 
where I was told that I would meet 
a person known as Professor Ong- 
wee, who was the sole owner and 
proprietor of a worry office.”
“A what ?”
“A ‘worry’ office, sir. I met the 
professor, yonr honor, and in look­
ing over his price list learned that 
he would worry for me for $2 a day 
in ordinary cases or $6 a day in 
serious or extraordinary cases. In 
desperate ones he would sweat 
blood for $25. I paid him $6. For 
the time being I felt comparatively 
at ease. I left bis office as happy 
and chipper as a soul-lilting bird. 
Not a care on my mind, and I really 
felt sorry for the poor professor 
who was doing all my worrying so 
cheaply. But it lasted but a short 
time, and I soon fell hack into the 
old trough of despair, and perhaps 
have acted a bit strange of late. I 
don’t blame the officer, sir, but if I 
could get back to my people per­
haps I could forget.”
On his promise to leave the city 
the prisoner, who was afterward 
learned to be addicted to opium, 
was allowed to go to his home, 
which was said to be in Warrens- 
burg, Mo.— Chicago Times-Herald.
T H E  S EN SE  O F  S9IE L L .
ITS PECULIARITIES AS DEVELOPED IN 
MEN AND ANIMALS.
The sense- of smell is apparently 
universal, hut stronger in animals 
than in man. The lowest orders 
smell with their mouths, insects 
smell by their hairs, fishes smell in 
water, and the acuteness of the 
power of smell in dogs and in 
savages is well known. Humboldt 
says that the Peruvian Indians 
could tell in the darkest night 
whether a person approaching was a 
European, a negro, or an American 
Indian.
In those who are deprived of the 
other senses, the power of analyzing 
odors is sometimes abnormally de­
veloped. The Scotch boy, James 
Mitchell, a blind deaf-mute, could 
distinguish the individuals in a 
room into which he was led. John 
Mossman, a deaf-mute of Parkers­
burg, West Virginia, was able to 
locate oil wells with the certainty 
of a setter finding partridges. His 
nose brought him a fortune of five 
hundred thousand dollars as fees 
for professional smelling.
Very possibly a dog might be 
taught to “stand” a nugget of gold 
in the frozen soil of Alaska, as pigs 
find truffles in Perigord, for metals 
have a characteristic smell. It is 
probable that everything gives off a 
characteristic effluvium, though our 
sense is not delicate enough to 
detect the most subtle ones. Some 
gases, like hydrogen, have no odor, 
others like chlorine, a very per­
ceptible one.
There is general idea that a body 
must possess a molecular weight 
fifteen times as great as that of 
hydrogen before it can affect the 
olfactory nerves of human beings, 
but eveo that needs confirmation. 
We frequently taste and smell, and 
it is said that no one can distinguish 
an onion from apple by taste alone. 
—Hartford Courant.
T H E  L E A K Y  9U S S O U R I R IV E R .
THE STRANGE DISCOVERIES THAT 
FARMERS HAVE MADE.
With all its other eccentricites, 
the Missouri river leaks badly ; for 
you know there are leaky rivers as 
well as leaky boats. The govern­
ment engineers once measured the 
flow of the Missouri away up in 
Montana and again some hundred 
miles further down srream. To 
their surprise they found that the 
Missouri, instead of growing bijgger 
down stream, as every rational 
river should, was actually 20,000 
second-feet smaller at the lower 
point.
Now, while 20,000 second-feet 
could be spared from such a tremen­
dous river, that amount of water 
makes a considerable stream of 
itself. Many very celebrated rivers 
never had so much water in their 
lives. Hence there was great 
amazement when the discrepancy 
was discovered. But of late years 
Dakota farmers away to the south 
and east of those points on the 
Missouri, sinking artesian wells, 
found immense volumes of water 
where the geologists said there 
wouldn’t be. any.
So it is believed that the farmers 
have tapped the water leaking from 
that big hole in the Missouri river 
away up in Montana; and from 
these wells they irrigate large tracts 
of land, and, naturally, they don’t 
want the river bed mended. Fancy 
what a blessing it is, when the 
weather is dry, to have river boiling 
out of your well, ready to flow 
where you want it over the wheat 
fields. For of all manner of work 
that a river can be put to, irriga­
tion is, I think, the most useful. 
But isn’t  that a queer way for the 
Missouri to wander about under­
neath the ground ?—St. Nicholas.
T H E  N E W  W O M AN .
“The new woman,” says Margaret 
E. Sangster, “must not make her 
womanhood the excuse for possible 
failures in duty. To keep her word, 
to fulfil her engagements, to pay her 
debts, to be fastidious in honor, to 
scorn vanity and coquetry, are her 
obligations. She must not stoop 
to silly flirtations, nor too easily 
yield herself even to the persuasions 
of the man that seeks to marry her. 
The sought, never the seeker. The 
new woman must not hold herself 
cheap, though. When she is w o d , 
it shall be said of her, as of her 
sister in the long-gone days, that 
iher price is far above rubies,’ her 
husband is known in the gates, and 
‘she will do him good and not evil 
all the days of her life.’ ”
191 P O R T A N  C E  O F  B R A IN  FO O D .
To speak of the different foods 
that make brains may sound strange 
to those who do not stop to think 
seriously of the matter. Bat when 
it is taken into consideration that 
man’s brains are renewed every 
sixty days it will be readily under­
stood how necessary it is to lay in 
a supply of food for the brains, as 
well as food to build up the other 
tissues of the body. The human 
brain is composed of at least 300,- 
000,000 nerve cells, each independ­
ent organism. The lifetime of a 
nerve cell is estimated to be about 
sixty days, so that 5,000,000 die 
every day, about 200,000 every hour, 
and nearly 8,500 every minute, to 
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W hile the rain was descending 
in torrents in the eastern section of 
the country early Sunday morning, 
a blizzard prevailed in sections of 
the West. Twenty-two inches of 
snow was reported to have fallen in 
Milwaukee.
W ashington’s birthday was prettj’ 
generally taken into account 
throughout the country, Tuesday. 
George Washington was great in 
peace as well as in war, and the 
record of his achievements deserves 
to be perpetuated.
Senator Saylor returned last 
week from Mantanzas, Cuba, whither 
be went some time ago to arrauge 
for his residence there as United 
States Consul. He reports a de­
plorable condition of affairs exist­
ing in that quarter of the globe, 
and he is evidently not particularly 
pleased with the job he has on hand.
May wheat reached $1.09 at 
Chicago last Friday, and closed at 
$1.06. The market was stirred at 
first by Leiter’s statement that he 
bad sold to consumers the $4,000,- 
000 bushels of wheat he was send­
ing abroad and attempts to cover 
weekly calls later caused the wild­
est half hour that has been seen on 
’Change for many months.
A ssuming that Hon. S. M. Clark, 
of Iowa, knew what he was talking 
about when be made his recent 
speech in Congress in favor of the 
Loud bill, in which he outlined the 
object of the measure and how it 
would, in'operation, affect the coun­
try press, we are impelled to change 
our estimate of the bill and are of 
the opinion that it should be passed 
by Congress.
Miss F rances E. W illiard , Presi­
dent of the National Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, died 
Friday morning in the Empire 
Hotel, New York, where she bad 
been ill for a week. Frances E. 
Williard was highly esteemed by 
thousands of people in this and 
other countries as a woman pos­
sessed of noble attributes of char­
acter and as a capable leader of the 
W. C. T. U. organization in the 
United States.
’ T he House of Representatives, 
Saturday, passed the Bankruptcy 
bill reported by the House Commit­
tee on Judiciary as a substitute for 
the Nelson bill passed by the Senate 
at the extra session last summer. 
The bill is kno\yn as the Henderson 
bill and contains both voluntary and 
involuntary features. The measure, 
which is genereally regarded as a 
good one, was supported by Con­
gressman I. P. Wanger, from this 
district.
T he observing editor of the Con- 
shohocken Recorder should take 
into account that sociability among 
newspaper men does not always de­
pend upon the exchange of pleasant­
ries. Editors have been known to 
criticise each other rather severely, 
even in the most caustic manner, 
and a little while after to greet one 
another as though they were fast 
friends. Editors are somewhat 
peculiar animals, Brother Haywood. 
You should become better acquain­
ted with them.
T he  destruction of the battleship 
Maine in Havana harbor last week, 
involving the loss of two hundred 
and fifty-eight lives was a most 
horrible calamity, and from one 
end of the country to the other the 
shocking disaster was the cause of 
much comment and excitement. 
Sensational newspapers vied with 
each other in grasping the oppor­
tunity to incense the public mind 
against Spain by intimating that 
the explosion must have been due 
to the fruition of a wicked purpose 
on the part of Spaniards. At this 
writing nobody is reliably informed 
as to the cause of the calamity. 
There are many conjectures, some 
plausible, some ridiculous. An 
investigation by competent persons, 
is in progress and it is reasonable 
to anticipate a report in due time 
that will clear up the mystery. We 
cannot believe the Spanish govern­
ment to have been sufficiently fool­
hardy as to have directly or indi­
rectly encouraged any - of its sub­
jects to destroy a United States 
battleship. However wicked the 
Spaniards- may be in their treatment 
of human beings they are not a 
nation of fools.
We can discern no necessity for 
a war with Spain at this time.
I f the cotton mills of New Eng­
land and the iron furnaces of Penn­
sylvania are moving southward, 
other industries show a disposition 
to take the place of those abandoned. 
One of the noticeable features of 
this industrial migration is the 
establishment of silk mills in the 
inland towns of Pennsylvania. 
Allentown has erected its seventh 
mill, Scranton is encouraging a new
silk mill and new ones are in course 
of erection or in prospects in Pitts- 
ton, York, lleynoldsville, Columbia, 
Carlisle, Fleetwood and elsewhere, 
showing a steady migration of the 
silk-producing industry from the 
vicinity of New York, where it 
made its first American lodgment, 
to the west of the Delaware river. 
There are various causes for this 
migration of the silk industry to 
Pennsylvania. One of the most 
potent is the necessity of supplying 
the place of declining or removing 
industries. This in a measure ac­
counts for the building of new silk 
mills in the iron and coal towns of 
the Lehigh and Wyoming Valleys.
Charles H eber Clark, of Con- 
shohocken, is an interesting char­
acter and various reasons could be 
easily advanced in support of this 
estimate of the distinguished gentle­
man. Perhaps the most prominent 
reason is centered in the fact that 
he is forceful in whatever he under­
takes to do. When he has an idea 
to elaborate or a purpose to execute 
a prodigious amount of force in the 
form of brain energy within a 
shapely bead gives rise to a tremen­
dous amount of activity of brain 
tissue.
I t should not occasion surprise 
among ordinary mortals that men, 
such as Mr. Clark, should now and 
then raise a rumpus in politics, 
economics, or religion. They are 
usually in earnest, have the courage 
to expression to their opinions, and 
are not particular as to whose china- 
ware is smashed, in consequence of 
their efforts. They are sometimes 
impracticable, but rarely dishonest 
in their aims and purposes. They 
are always heroic.
Mr. Clark has announced in his 
home paper, the Conshohocken Re­
corder, his “desire to go as a dele­
gate . from Montgomery county to 
the Republican State Convention * 
* not for my own advantage, but 
to help to relieve the Republican 
party of the State from the offensive 
and destructive domination of Sena­
tor Quay, and to promote the move­
ment toward honest government.” 
This is strong language, but it must 
be taken into account that Mr. 
Clark is in earnest and that he be­
lieves Quay’s domination in the 
domain of Republican politics in 
Pennsylvania is both putrid and 
iniquitous. Mr. Clark’s belief, along 
the line indicated, is not shared by 
very many of his fellow Republi­
cans but they do not accept Mr. 
Clark’s point of view, nor do they 
look through his field-glass.
If Mr. Clark continues in the 
field as a candidate for State dele­
gate there will be a family quarrel of 
formidable proportions in the Re­
publican household of Montgomery, 
where the followers of Mr. Quay 
are as numerous as flies about 
a cider press in September.
Republicans who believe as Mr. 
Clark believes, those who are of the 
opinion that Quay should be 
knocked down and dragged out of 
the temple, even though the en­
thronement of the Democracy in the 
Keystone state should follow such 
action, are bound to support Clark 
or confess their cowardice—at least 
to themselves.
Those who think otherwise should 
go into the fracas and try to—whip 
Clark out of his boots 1
That’s all.
WASHINGTON LETTER.
From our Regular Correspondent.
W ashington, D. C., February 18, 
1898.—The great excitement conse­
quent upon the blowing up and 
sinking of the battleship Maine, in 
Havana harbor, with the drowning 
of more than two hundred and fifty 
of her crew is probably felt at Wash­
ington more than at any other 
place in the country. The adminis­
tration is doing everything in its 
power to allay the suspicion of foul 
play, while a thorough investiga­
tion is being made, but it will not 
down. So far this suspicion has 
not found a public expression in 
Congress, but it is indicated in the 
private talk of Senators and Repre­
sentatives to an alarming extent, 
and should it not be fully proven 
by the investigation that the ex­
plosion that sunk the Maine was 
caused by an accident on board of 
that vessel, war with Spain is in­
evitable. This is admitted by the 
most conservative men in Congress. 
In fact, if the result of the investi­
gation is not entirely clear that the 
explosion was brought about by 
some influence not aboard of the 
Maine, Congress as one man will 
rise up and demand war against 
Spain and vengeance for the death 
of those Americans in Havana 
harbor, and even if it is left in 
doubt, it will be difficult to restrain 
Congress, a majority of which has 
long favored forcible intervention 
to bring about peace in Cuba. The 
President is greatly grieved over 
the awful end tremendous loss of 
life on the Maine, and as soon as 
the news reached Washington he 
announced that the two official re­
ceptions at the White House 
scheduled for this week would be 
abandoned, as a mark of respect to 
the dead sailors.
The House is publicly discussing 
the bankruptcy bill, which was re­
ported as a substitute for the Nelson 
bill passed by the Senate at the 
extra session, which will be voted 
upon Saturday, but privately its 
members are talking about nothing 
*but the loss of the Maine.
The House committee on Labor 
after slightly amending the Grosve- 
nor bill for the arbitration of dis­
putes between railroads and their 
employes reported the bill favorably. 
As the measure now stands the 
Commissioner or Labor and the 
Chairman of the Interstate Com­
merce Commission are to constitute 
a board of conciliation, in contro­
versies as to wages, hours of labor, 
or employment conditions, the duty 
of which shall be to seek to bring 
about an amicable settlement. When 
that cannot be done the arbitration 
of the dispute by a board of three 
persons, one named by each side 
and the third by those two, is pro­
vided for, this board to begin hear­
ings within five days from the 
selection of the third arbitrator and 
to file its report within twenty days. 
Similar bills have twice passed the 
House in other Congresses, never in 
tiipe to get acted upon by the 
Senate.
The more or less ridiculous 
wrangle on the floor of the House 
among members of the Banking 
and Currency committee over the 
bill providing that no National bank 
shall make a loan to the President, 
a director, or any other officer or 
employe of the bank, until the ap­
plication for the loan has been sub­
mitted in writing to the board of 
directors and approved by a ma­
jority of them, which was reported 
to the House by a majority of the 
committee and passed without a 
division as soon as the members of 
the committee stopped jawing at 
each other over it, was enough to 
convince any person of the impossi­
bility of a financial bill being re­
ported from that committee. Its 
members would not vote together 
on a bill declaring twice two to be 
four.
The National Council of the 
Farmers’ Alliance, which once held 
such a prominent position before the 
public, was in session in Washing­
ton for several days this week, and 
attracted much less attention and 
got not one-tenth of the newspaper 
space that was given to the annual 
convention of the National Woman’s 
Suffrage Association, which was also 
held in Washington this week. Mr. 
P. H. Rahiily, one of the Farmers’ 
Alliance men from Minnesota, said 
in a speech that the prestige of the 
organization had steadily declined 
since it declared itself out of poli­
tics, but others declare that the 
harm was done before that declara­
tion, by influential men who had 
obtained control of the alliance and 
carried it into politics to serve their 
personal ends, instead of sticking 
to its original purposes. Anyway, 
it is history that the organization 
isn’t what it was.
I t may seem a little early to be 
starting the Congressional cam­
paign, but that is precisely what 
both Congressional campaign com­
mittees are doing. For those who 
are a little bit afraid of the effect of 
a political campaign it may be added 
that the starting is only in one 
state—Oregon. There the election 
will be held in June, and as the 
contest is to assume national pro­
portions both sides have decided to 
make an early start. The republi­
cans carried the state for McKinley 
and all the Congressional districts, 
but the margin was slight, and al­
though they profess confidence in 
their ability to more than bold their 
own, the opposition, which now in­
clude democrats, populists and 
silver republicans, insist that silver 
will win. The issue will be the free 
coinage of silver, and the campaign 
will be hotly contested on both 
sides, because of the belief that its 
moral effect in other states will be 
worth thousands of votes to the 
winners.
Congress Will Probably Care fbr 
the Heirs o f the Maine 
Victims.
It is probable that the families of 
the victims of the Maine disaster 
will be cared for by the govern­
ment, as were the survivors of those 
who who were lost in the Samoan 
hurricane several years ago, when 
fifty-four American officers and 
sailors were lost from the Nipsic, 
Yandalia and Trenton, which were 
wrecked on that occasion. Repre­
sentative McClellan, of New York, 
introduced a joint resolution appro­
priating $150,000 for this purpose 
in the House Thursday. The reso­
lution is as follows :
Resolved, By the Senate and 
House of Representatives, that the 
Secretary of the Navy be and is 
hereby directed to pay out of any 
money in the Treasury not other­
wise provided a sum equal to twelve 
months’ pay to the legal heirs or 
representatives of each of the offi­
cers and crew of the United States 
steamship Maine, who perished in 
the disaster at Havana, February 
15, 1898, and the sum of $150,000, 
or so much thereof as may be neces­
sary, is appropriated to carry out 
the provisions of this act.
HONDURAS’ CATTLE TRADE.
A NEW YORK COMPANY SECURES A 
MONOPOLY OF THE BUSINESS.
From the New York Tribune.
Honduras promises to become a 
sort of an industrial Klondike for 
Americans. Following in the foot­
steps of the company in which 
Chauncey M. Depew is interested 
and which obtained extensive rail­
road grants from the government 
comes another company, which has 
just secured one of the largest con­
cessions ever obtained by Americans 
from a foreign government. This
company, which is owned by New 
York capitalists, has completed 
plans to control the exportation and 
importation of live stock from and 
to the Republic of Honduras. The 
concession is for twenty-fire years.
The name of the new company is 
the Honduras - American Cattle, 
Agricultural and Colonization Com­
pany. The original concession, upon 
which it was organized, was granted 
in August, 1895, to Otto Zurcher, a 
citizen of Switzerland. The con­
cession allows the company the ex­
clusive right to import aod export 
cattle without duty. In the past 
natives have driven the cattle into 
Guatemala and delivered them in 
bad condition. The duty was $6 a 
head. The new company will ship 
in steamers. I t has also the ex­
clusive right to establish slaughter 
houses, refrigerators and canning 
factories without taxation. Its em­
ployes are exempt from military 
duty, all its vessels from port 
charges of any nature, and colonists 
under the company’s protection are 
exempt from taxation for ten years, 
and may bring in free of duty what­
ever they choose. The company is 
also to get about 300,000 acres of 
land if it improves the breed of 
cattle by the introduction of new 
blood and insures a stable price for 
meat.
The Vitality o f  Seeds.
A very interesting meeting took 
place recently at the Chemical 
Society, when Mr. Horace Brown 
delivered an address on the vitality 
of seeds that had been exposed to 
very low temperature for a con­
siderable time. The late Prof. G. 
T. Romanes had already shown that 
seeds conld be kept in an almost 
complete vacuum for a year or more 
without undergoing any deteriora­
tion in their germinating properties. 
A later worker also adopted the 
ingenious device of sealing up seeds 
in Geissler tubes for a long period, 
when, on subsequently passing a 
spark, no glow due to incandescent 
carbonic acid ' gas or nitrogen was 
observed, thus proving that the/ 
seeds do not exhale either of these 
gases when kept. Mr. Brown, in 
conjunction with Prof. Dewar, has 
maintained seeds at the temperature 
of liquid air (180 degrees C.) for a 
continuous period of 110 hours. On 
subsequently carefully thawing the 
seeds and testing them* they were 
found to be completely unaffected. 
They germinated quite as freely as 
other test seeds which had not been 
so treated, and, in fact, no differ­
ence in their behavior could be 
detected.—Scientific American.
MUZZLING DUCKS.
NOT BECAUSE THEY ARE DANGEROUS 
BUT TO STOP THEIR QUACKING. 
From the Kansas City Star.
A baggageman on the Santa Fe, 
who runs into Kansas City, from 
out in the Western part of Kansas, 
has lost lots of sleep. It is doubt­
ful if he can ever catch up with it. 
He leaves Hutchinson at night and 
reaches Kansas City in the morn­
ing. Nearly every night he brings 
in his car two or three coops of live 
domestic ducks. During the night, 
when he has no small baggage to de­
liver-at small stations, it has been 
his habit and privilege to lie down 
on an improvised couch and doze. 
With the advent of the ducks his 
dozing stopped. The almost con­
stant quacking of the ducks, who 
could not understand their strange, 
environment, would not permit of 
sleep.
For many nights, as he lay awake, 
he planned relief. He thought of 
strangling the ducks or chloroform­
ing them. But neither expedient 
seemed good. One night a bright 
idea came to him. After he had 
put it into execution the ducks were 
silent.
The next night he had two coops 
of unusually vociferous ducks. As 
soon as it came time for sleep be 
wrenched a slat from one of the 
coops, reached in and pulled out a 
duck. From bis pocket he took a 
small rubber band, which he slipped 
over the duck’s bill just back of the 
nostrils. The duck tried to quack, 
but the rubber band, while it 
stretched a little, would not permit 
the duck to open its bill far enough 
to use its tODge. Only a murmur 
came from it. One by one the ducks 
were muzzled, and the baggageman 
rested comfortably.
The commission men were sur­
prised the next morning when they 
received a lot of ducks with rubber 
bands around their bills. And when 
the bands were removed the shouts 
of protest from the ducks were 
deafening.
■ .......... ♦  »  — - ........
HE USED BUTTONS.
A CONVERSATION THAT OCCURED IN 
THE CAPITOL.
From tlie Washington Star.
It is amusing to people familiar 
with the Capitol to watch strangers 
examine it, and nowhere are these 
strangers so amusing as when they 
are in statuary hall, where there are 
a dozen or more “echo” stones, each 
of which creates a different sort of 
an echo owing to the peculiarities 
of the acoustics created by the for­
mation of the ceiling, Men and 
women, old and young, frequently 
afford the most amusing spectacles 
when the solemn guide exhibits the 
wonders of these echo stones. There 
are also two pillars, one on either 
side of the room, which are called 
the telephone columns and a person 
speaking in a very low tone near 
one may be distintly heard by any 
one standing near the opposite 
pillar. Yesterday a member’s secre­
tary was leaning against the pillar 
on the south side of the hall, when 
he heard a voice say :
“Ob, dear, what shall I do? My
skirt is falling off and I haven’t got 
a pin ?”
The young fellow glanced around, 
saw no one near him, but observed 
two young women near the tele­
phone pillar opposite. Instantly 
grasping the situation, he gruffly 
said in a low tone :
“Sew it on or use a hatpin.”
He beard a slight scream, saw two 
young women look about the hall 
in a startled fashion, and ebserving 
no one was near, the one in distress 
exclaimed t 
“Did you ever ?”
“No, I never,” replied the secre­
tary as gruffly as before, “I use 
buttons.”
This was too much for the young 
women, and they precipitately fled.
Radiation o f Heat From the San.
The radiation of heat from the 
sun is not eternal ; it bad its be­
ginning and will have its end. If 
the sun radiates light and beat in 
all directions it cannot be more 
than 100,000,000 years old. This is 
Lord Kelvin’s estimate. At the 
present rate the sun will continue 
from seven to fifteen millions of 
years, but the end will surely come.
Succi, who recently completed his 
sixty-fourth public fast in Rome, 
has abstained from food in his per­
formances for 2,500 days of bis life 
—nearly seven years.
ONE OF TWO WAYS.
The bladder was created for one purpose, 
namely, a receptacle for the urine, and as 
such It is not liable to any form of disease 
except by one of two ways. . The first way is 
from imperfect action of the kidneys. The 
second way is from careless local treatment 
of other diseases.
CHIEF CAUSE.
Unhealthy urine from unhealthy kidneys 
is the chief cause of bladder troubles. So 
the womb, like the bladder, was created for 
one purpose, and if not doctored too much 
is not liable to weakness or disease, except 
in rare cases. It is situated back of and very 
close to the bladder, therefore any pain, dis­
ease or inconvenience manifested in the kid­
neys, back, bladder or urinary passage ia 
often, by mistake, attributed to female 
weakness or womb trouble of some sort. 
The error is easily made and may be as easily 
avoided. To find out correctly, set your 
urine aside for twenty-four hours ; a sedi­
ment or settling indicates kidney or bladder 
trouble. The mild and extraordinary effect 
of Dr. Kilmer's Swamp Root, the great kid­
ney and bladder remedy, is soon realized. 
If you need a medicine you should have the 
best. At druggists fifty cents and one dol­
lar. You may have sample bottle and pamph­
let, both sent free by mail, upon receipt of 
three two-cent stamps to cover eost of post­
age on the bottle. Mention the P rovidence 
I n depend en t  and send your address to Dr. 
Kilmer & Co., Binghampton, N. Y. The 
proprietor of this paper guarantees the 
genuineness of this offer.
Es t a t e  n o t ic e .Estate of Henry W. Super, D. D., late of the borough of Collegeville, Montgomery 
county, deceased.
Letters testamentary on the above estate 
having been granted the undersigned, all 
persons indebted to the estate are requested 
to make immediate payment, and those hav­
ing claims to present the same without delay 
to SARAH H. SUPER, Executrix,
Collegeville, Pa.
F. 6 . Hobson, Attorney. 20jan.
PORCELAIN
CLOCKS.
Dainty and artistic effects in 
delicate tints, just the thing 
for an inexpensive, and pretty 
gift last week were $2.50. 
We bought a number of them, 
and will sell for $1.75.
A few more of our $4.75 
Parlor Clocks left. Call and 
see them.
J. D. S A L L A D E ,
JEWELER AND OPTICIAN,
16 East Main St.,
NORRISTOWN. PA.




Heavy and Strong, sizes 3 to 6, 
only $1.75.
Boys’ Rubber Shoes,
First Quality, 3 to 5£, 37£c.
Men’s Rubbers, 50, 50, 65, 75c.
Women’s Rubbers, 25, 35, 40, 50c. 
First Quality at 35c. of certain 
shapes.
Men’s Horse Hide Leather Shoes at 
$2.00 ; reduced from $2.50.
H , Ii. N Y C E ,
6 East Main St. NORRISTOWN, PA.
Samuel E. Mowrey,
(Successor to Fox & Mowrey,)
IN BUSINESS TEN YEARS.
Work Done at Short Notice. 
Estimated and Information
Cheerfully Given.





The most remarkable in the history of 
cheap selling. See the reduction prices.
lo w  Is I t Possible ?
The manufacturers tell us that orders have 
been slow. They are overstocked—invited 
us to help them. This is the way we do it. 
You had better call soon and take your 
choice while you can.
Lot No. 1—10 Cents.
The price covers materials only ; the work 
on it is a free gift at the price. Plain but 
good garments of
LADIES’ SKIRTS CHILD’S UNDER­
WAISTS
CORSET COVERS INFANT SLIPS
CHILD’S DRAWERS
Lot No. 2—15 Cents
LADIES’ DRAWERS CHILD’S DRESS 
CHEMISES MI8SE8’ DRAWERS
CORSET COVERS
A little more trimming, but the price 
hardly covers the added cost of the material 
in the trimmings.
Lot No. 3—25 Cents
At this price we can only afford one gown 
to each buyer. Of the others take as many 
as you wish.
LADIES’ NIGHT GOWNS, LADIES’ AND 
MISSES’ DRESS SLIPS, CORSET COVERS, 
CHEMISES, DRAWERS.
Lot No. 4—50 Cents
The added value is in the elaboration of 
trimming and how great the value is best 
shown by seeing the work, material and 
trimmings.
LADIES’ SKIRTS CHILD’S DRESSES
NIGHT DRESSES CORSET COVERS
CHEMISES.
Lot No. 5—75 Cents
Here are goods worth $1.00 and $1.25 and 
as to trimming are most tastefully adorned.




The usual price would be twice this, for 
quality, style and trimmings are very fine.
FLOUNCED SKIRTS, RIBBONED
CHEMISES,
RUFFLED GOWNS, YOKED SLIPS.
Sizes and varied styles are all complete 
and the best value in selection will come to 
the early buyers.
You are specially invited to this
LO W  PRICED
HIGH Q U A LITY
Muslin Underwear Sale.
— 000——
I . H . Breudlinger,
NORRISTOWN, PA.
Leading dealer in Dry Goods, Carpets, Trim­
mings, Ladies’ Coats, Shirt Waists,
80 and 813 Main Street.
213 and 215 OeKalb Street.
O vercoats!
We are offering the best as usual, and at 
the lowest prices.
A lot of Men’s Coats at $6.0Q, were $10. 
Boys’ Blue and Brown Overcoats at $4.00, 
were $8.00.
A small lot of Boys’ fine Reefers at $2.00, 
were $6 00.
Men’s Storm Coats at $5.00, worth double 
that amount.
H ats and Gaps.
This department is complete with all of 
the latest styles of best makes in fashionable 
headwear for Men, Boys and Children.
Underwear.
Our reputation of keeping the largest and 
best assortment in this line is so well known 
that it is only necessary to say this line Is 
complete as usual.
Gloves.
We have added to this department Ladies’ 
dress and street gloves. As this Is a new addi­
tion purchased before the Dingley bill went 
Into effect, there is no old stock.
iST eckwear.
Here we specially shine for many years. 
Root’s Neckwear has bad the reputation in 
all the country round as being the largest, 
brightest, and newest. This season the dis­
play is larger than ever.
Ladies’ Furs in Capes, Colleretts, 
Head Scarfs, Boas, and Muffs.
M en’s  Fur Collars, Gloves, and Robes.
R O O T ’S ,
22i High Street, Pottstown, Pa.
C O A T S
—AND—
DRESS -  GOODS
We make an extra display 
of these lines in order to 
impress you
First—That our coats are really the pick 
of this season’s offerings.
Second—That our dress goods are of the 
most exclusive patterns.
Third—That our prices are based on the 
smallest possible profits for good 
merchandise which will bear the 
most rigid inspection.
We are daily receiving assortments of
Underwear and Hosiery.
-: MORGAN W R IG H T :-
Keystone Dry Goods Store,
Main St.. Opposite Public Square, 
NORRISTOWN, PA.
WE HAVEFarms for sale ; all sizes and prices. 
Hotels, stores, suburban city homes, build­
ing sites, etc. Call or send for list.
RICHARDSON & THOMAS,
1025 Arch St., Phila.
Or Norristown, Pa. 2-3-7t
Fo r  sa l e  iA productive farm of 64 acres in Skip- 
pack township, eligibly located within one 
mile of railway station. Substantial 
buildings, running spring water at 
house and barn, excellent meadow ; 
fruit in variety. This property is 
worthy of the special attention of anyone de­
siring to purchase a good farm at the right 
price. For further particulars apply at 
14oc. THIS OFFICE.
HOW TO MAKE MONEY !If you are out of employment and 
want a position, paying you from $50 to $100 
monthly clear of above expenses by working 
regularly, or, if you want to increase your 
present income from $200 to $500 yearly, by 
working at odd times, write the GLOBE CO., 
723 Chestnut St., Phila., Pa., stating age, 
whether married or single, last or present 
employment, and you can learn how to make 
more money easier and faster than you ever 
made before in your life. 9dec.
SU1ÌE OUiX CU G E
10 CENTS PEE BOTTLE.
S O L ID  A .T
Culbert’s : D rug : Store,
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
^ALMOST AT HALF PRICED
:o :
Storm Coats, - Overcoats, 
#  Heavy Suits #
Reduced Way Down in Price.
Now is Your Time to Got Bargains
-----A T------
HERMAN WETZEL’S,
66 and 68 Main St., Norristown, Opp. Post Office.
A A*AAA A,AAtAA,a AÎ\AAA^A-»A-A M M K aÆ  ËA f?AKAATA A*AA~A A?AA’A K
B E E C H E R S
Cater to the Retail Trade and do it right because we’ve had the
Experience.
OTTIR, P R I C E S
Beat the World !—Our Qualities are All Right, and that makes
Selling Easy.
Are you one of the many who have their wants supplied with
=  SEASONABLE GOODS ? =
If  not, come and be convinced that BEECHERS give you 
Bigger Bargains than you get elsewhere.
L. BEECHER &  S O N ,
223 to 227 HIGH STREET,
12no. POTTSTOW N.
IT COSTS NOTHINGS
• TO HAVE YOUR EYES EXAMINED  
13y  W . II. PO D JB STA  jk  C O ., O p t ic a l  S p e c ia l i s t s ,
113 n o r t h  N in t h  St . above A hch, P hila ., Pa .
They have had over fifteen years experience in all the various 
lines of Optical work, and assure complete satisfaction to every 
patron. Many ills, inconveniences and discomforts are caused 
by E ye-Strain , which may be readily relieved if  you consult 
their Specialist and have your Eyes Examined by him FREE* He will correctly advise you 
without cost, whether or not glasses will give you relief. Should you need glasses, the prices 
quoted are not equalled for i Solid Gold Spectacles $2.00; elsewere $5.00 the same grade of goods: ( ~  * ----Steel Spectacles 50c. ; elsewhere $1.00
COLLEGEVILLE MARBLE WORKS
H . L . S A Y L O R , P R O P R IE T O R .
CEMETERY WORK IN
=  MARBLE OR GRANITE
IN PLAIN AND ARTISTIC DESIGNS. l ^ F u l l  stock of GRAY- 
STONE FLAGGING. All work guaranteed. The Lowest Prices.
Enterprise ■ Marble ■ Works.
H. E. BR A N D T, Proprietor.
(Successor to D. T. Buckwalter.)
Monuments, Tombstones,0F ITAB LE NoRRG R A m T EtN MAR'
In tbe Finest and Latest Designs, at Low Figures.
Every description of CEMETERY WORK, COPING, GALVANIZED RAILING, See., 
promptly executed.
tv?“ All stock on hand, Including Fine Monuments and Tombstones, will be sold at 
a sacrifice to make room for uew work.
H. E. BRANDT, - - - ROYERSFORD, PA.
W. P. Fenton
— Has the Agency for—
poultry
25 and 50 Cent Packages.
Horse and Cattle Food,
6c. a lb. in 42 1-3 Pound Bags.
The very best Washing Machines for $2.50 
and $8.00. Guaranteed to give entire 
satisfaction.
Also Dourest Sewing: “  "  ,
in oak or walnut; three drawers, only $19.50.
Very large stock of Oil Cloths, 2 yds. wide, 
60, 60 and 75 cents a yard. Remnants of 
- Oil Cloth and Linolium, yd. wide, 20, 25 
and 35c. a yd.
Remnants of extra heavy Cautpn Flannel, 
8c. a yd., worth 12c. Extra quality Quilt­
ing Cotton, 10 and 1234c. lb. Remnants 
of Calico, 8, 4, and 5c. a yd.
Very nice brooms, 2 for 25c. Two Hoop 
Buckets, 2 for 25c.
Full line of Freed’s Shoes and Boots for $1, 
$1.25 and $1.50.
Sellersville Hand Knit Jackets, $2.50 & $3.00, 
others for $1.25.
Ail kinds of Horse Blankets, 75c to $3.00.
Tbe Very Finest Groceries.—Syrups 
20, 20, 30 and 40c. a gallon. Best Rice, 4 
lbs. for 25c. Granulated Sugar, 534c. N. 
O. Gran. Sugar, 5c. Two nice Fat Mack­
erel for 25c. GiDger Snaps, 5c. Cornmeal, 
Buckwheat Flour.
Fresh Cement always on hand. The best 
Tar Rope, 50c. lb. Car-load Salt just in.
W. P. FENTON,
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
^ W S IE  RARTMAN,
DRESSMAKER,
COLLEGEVIEEE, PA. WiU do sewing a t 
home, or can be engaged by the week. 1-37
Seasonable Goods
—AT THE—
: O : * -
I am ready to supply my patrons with 
seasonable goods at prices as low as tbe low­
est. A full line of latest Prints, Plaids, 
Outing Flannels, Canton Flannels, etc. 
Canton Flannels from 5c. per yd., up.
A Full Suit of Men’s Heavy Merino or 
Dark Randow Wool Underwear, at 95 cents, 
a bargain.
FREED’S HAND-MADE SHOES
FOR MEN AND BOYS. We are taking an 
especial interest in our Men’s Furnishing 
Department : A fine line of
H ats ,: T ies ,: and : Shirts.
A good Black Stiff Hat at $1.25, the $1.50 
grade. Better one at $2.
We are able to show you as full a line of 
Stable and All-Wool Horse Blankets as is 
found In any country store.
Sisal Fodder Yarn, 434c. per lb. by 
bale.
Corn Baskets, low, flat kind, (1 bushel) 
60c., cheap.
QplP Our Grocery Line is Full
AND COMPLETE,
AT PRICES TO MEET COMPETITION.
5 Gal. of 150 test Headlight Oil, at 40c. 
Ginger Snaps, 5c. a lb.
A good Rice, 5c. lb.
1 good Broom for 10c., the 1234c. kind. 
Goods delivered free.
E. G. BROW NBACK,
5-6. TRAPPE, PA.
Fo r  sa l e  or f o r  r e n t .On Main Street, Collegeville, several elegant new 7 and 9 room 2-story JbifijS 
brick and stone houses with porches^ *1 
front and back. Deep lots, cement-* 
ed cellars, ranges, hot and cold!' 
water in bath room Heated by steam 
throughout. Hardwood finish, good drain­
age ; best location in town, close to steam 
and trolley cars. Inquire of
E. S. v OSER, Collegeville, Pa.
Or F. J . CLAMER, Owner,
4no. 46 Richmond St., Phila.} Par
^
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HOME ANO ABROAD.
—In coming time, say within the 
next fifty years,
—There will be less mud on public 
highways.
_The next generation will hear
of the old days when mud was axle 
deep
—And wonder how their fore­
fathers managed to travel over 
country roads in February and keep 
the commandments I
—When a man makes a fool of 
himself, he generally does the job 
well.—Barn's Horn.
—Mad dogs in Saville township, 
Perry county, bit John Steiner, 
thirty-five dogs and a number of 
cows.
_J. H. Fisher sold a lot of West
Virginia horses for Walter Sedwick 
at Grater’s Ford hotel, Monday, at 
fair prices.
_The M. E. church, of Evans-
burg, will give a supper on Satur­
day evening, March 12.
—Philadelphia's death rate in 
1897 was 18.72 per 1000, the lowest 
recorded in thirteen years.
_Proprietor Detwiler of the Roy-
ersford hotel ’phones that a lot of 
horses will be sold at public sale at 
bis yards Thursday, March 3.
_John Baker, of Jeffersonville,
was thrown while recently alighting 
from a trolley car, and fractured his 
skull besides breaking an arm.
_A horse, belonging to Samuel
Markley, near Trappe, died Monday 
night.
_Editor I. H Bardman, of the
Schwenksville Item, had the mis­
fortune to have his right band 
caught and painfully injured in his 
newspaper press, Tuesday. Fortu­
nately, no bones were broken.
_Dr. Jonas Bowman, of Philadel­
phia, was in town Tuesday, and ap­
peared to be as hale and vigorous 
as ever, even though he is 88 years 
old.
_Concert by Glee and Mandolin
clubs of Ursinus in Memorial Hall 
next Saturday evening. Don’t miss 
■*. it.
_The Isaac Alderfer premises,
Skippack, are now owned by Hon. H. 
K. Boyer. He contemplates a num- 
’ ber of improvements to the property.
_I. H. Brendlinger, the leading
dry goods merchant of Norristown, 
is seriously ill with an attack of 
pneumonia. t •
_The supper given by the His­
torical Society in Norristown, Tues­
day evening, was a complete success.
—Daniel Kolb Cassel, widely 
known as a Mennonite genealogist 
and historian, died at his residence 
in Germantown, aged 17 years. He 
was born in Upper Salford, this 
county.
RELIGIOUS.
Episcopal service at St. James’,
An Old Conple.
John Kirk, aged 94 years, and 
his wife, who is past 90, recently 
celebrated the 64th anniversary of 
their marriage, at their home, in 
Upper Providence, Delaware county.
Alumni Association Meeting.
A regular meeting of the Alumni 
Association of Upper Providence 
will be held in Mennonite school 
house next Saturday evening, Feb­
ruary 26. A full attendance of 
members is desired.
Has Recovered.
Wm. Saylor, of Sanatoga,vhas 
about recovered from the blow he 
received at the hands of George 
Shaner, in II. A. Yeakel’s store, last 
week, and is again attending to his 
duties as salesman in the store.
Chnrcli Damaged by Fire.
St. John’s Protestant Episcopal 
Church, Norristown, was extensively 
damaged by fire Wednesday morn­
ing of last week. The walls and 
ceilings are badly blistered by the 
heat, and the pipe organ, which was 
erected at a cost of nearly $4000, is 
believed to be ruined.
Death.
David B., aged 7 months, son of 
Sylvanus and Susie Tyson, died of 
breast fever at the home of the par­
ents, near Oaks, on Monday. B’un- 
eral Saturday next, at 9.30 a. m. 
Services at Limerick Square M. E. 
church at 12.30 p. m., where inter­
ment will be made. Undertaker J. 
L. Bechtel, of this borough, will 
have charge of the remains.
Sold His Farm and Will Remove 
to Trappe.
Wm. McHarg has sold his farm 
in Lower Providence to E. E. 
Brown, of Philadelphia, for $5,000. 
Mr. Brown, of Chalfont, will take 
possesssion of the farm March 10. 
Mr. McHarg will sell his personal 
effects at public sale on Wednes­
day, March 2, and soon thereafter 
remove to the borough of Trappe, 
where he will take possession of the 
old Hunsberger homestead.
Special Sermon Postponed.
The inclement weather last Sun­
day evening necessitated the post­
ponement of the special sermon on 
Missions in the M. E. Church, 
Evansburg. The discourse will be 
delivered next Sunday evening, 
February 27. A Chinese god will 
be exhibited.
Surprise Party.
Last Thursday evening a merry 
surprise party took possession of 
the cosy home of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
L. Bechtel this borough, to cele­
brate Mrs. Bechtel’s 29th birthday 
anniversary. The good lady was 
completely surprised, though she 
soon regained her usual composure.
he visitors numbering about fifty, 
came from Norristown, Worcester 
and this borough and brought with 
them refreshments in abundance. 
Throughout, it was a delightful 
social event.
200th Anniversary.
Upper and Lower Gwynedd town­
ship, this county, will celebrate the 
200th anniversary of the settlement 
of Gwynedd on Tuesday, May 31. 
A committee has been appointed to 
make arrangements for what is ex­
pected to be a largely attended 
celebration.
Seventeenth Consecutive Term.
Mr. A. J. Cassett, of Lower 
Merion township, this county, was 
last week elected supervisor for 
the seventeenth consecutive term. 
He is a Democrat, while the town­
ship is strongly Republican. His 
career as an efficient Supervisor has 
been a notable one.
Commission in Lunacy.
A lunacy commission was ap­
pointed on Friday in the case of 
Henry M. Kratz, 42 years old, of 
Schwenksville. His mental de­
rangement was in part superinduced 
by sunstroke last summer. He was 
admitted to the Norristown State 
Hospital for the Insane.
Evansburg, every Sunday at 10.30 
a. in., Sunday School, 2 p. m. Also 
a service at Royersford at 3 p. m. 
Rev. A. J. Barrow, rector.
Evansburg M. E. church, Rev. J.S. 
Tomlinson, pastor. Sunday school 
at 9.45 a. m. Preaching, Sunday, 
at 10.45 a. m. and 8 p. m. Epworth 
League service Sunday evening at 
7.30 o’clock. Prayer and class 
meeting on Thursday evening at 
7.45 o’clock. A cordial invitation is 
extended to all to attend these 
.services. .
Ironbridge : Preaching next Sab- 
*bath evening at 7.45. Sabbath School 
at 2 o’clock p. m. ; Christian En­
deavor at 7 p. m. All are invited 
to  every meeting. Strangers wel­
comed.
Morning prayer and sermon Ash 
Wednesday, February 23d, at St. 
Paul’s Memorial near Oaks at 10.45. 
Evening prayer and sermon on the 
Wednesdays following through Lent 
at 7.30. Good Friday at 10.45 a. 
m. A cordial welcome extended to 
all. Benjamin J. Douglass, rector.
Trappe United Eva n g e 1 i c a 1 
church : Preaching next Sunday 
afternoon at 2 30 o’clock. Sunday 
School at 1.30 p. m. All are 
cordially invited to attend. Rev. J. 
Max Longsdorf, pastor.
St. Luke’s Reformed Church, 
Trappe, Rev. S. L. Messinger, pastor. 
Preaching every Sunday at 10.30 a. 
m. and 7.30 p. m. Sunday School at 9 
a. m. Y.'iP. S. C. E. prayer-meeting 
on Sunday evening at 6.30 o’clock. 
Congregational prayer-meeting on 
Wednesday evening at 7.30. Cate­
chetical class at 2 p. m., and Junior 
C. E. prayer-meeting at 3 p. m., on 
Saturday. All are cordially in­
vited to attend the services.
Augustus Lutheran C h u r c h ,  
"Trappe. Introductory sermon by 
the pastor, Rev. W. O. Fegley, Sun­
d ay  at 10 a. m. Catechetical class 
¿Saturday at 2 p. m.
Trinity church : Wednesday eve­
ning, prayer service, 7.30 o’clock. 
»Sunday : Sundti)’ School, at 9 
o ’clock, a. m. preaching at 10 a. m. 
and 8 o’clock p. m. ; the Junior 
C. E. prayer servic, at 2 p. m., and 
the, Y. P. S. C. E. prayer service, 
at 7 o’clock p. m.; Mr Titus Josat, 
leader. Preaching and catecbetics 
in the Skippackville church, Sunday 
afternoon, at 2.30 o’clock.
Operations to be Resumed.
The large plant of the Penn 
Glass Company at Spring City 
which has been idle for the past 
two years, resumed operations Tuea 
day morning with a full complement 
of hands. The product is window 
glass, for which there is at present 
quite a demand, and the prospects 
for a steady run are said to be very 
favorable.
Fourth Annual Convention.
The fourth annual convention of 
the Central Luther League, com 
prising the Leagues of Montgomery 
Bucks and Chester counties, was 
held in the Lutheran church, at 
Spring City, Tuesday. Interesting 
papers were read aud other appro 
priate exercises were engaged in by 
representatives of the various 
Leagues.
The Remains Discovered.
The mysterious disappearance 
and continued absence of Edward 
B. Walton, of Bala, this county 
the Pennsylvania Railroad stenog- 
rapber, was explained Friday, by 
the finding of his body in the Dela 
ware river, at the foot of Clearfield 
street, Philadelphia. He was last 
seen alive on the evening of No 
vember 20, when he attended a din 
ner at the Bourse.
Grand Concert.
The Ursinus College Glee and 
Mandolin Clubs will give a grand 
concert in Bomberger Memorial 
Hall next Saturday evening, Febru­
ary 26. The Glee Club is under the 
direction of Prof. J. L. Barnard, 
formerly of the Syracuse University 
Glee Club. The program will con­
sist of solos, quartettes, and college 
glees, and the concert will doubtless 
be a musical event that will deserve 
large attendance. Admission : 
Reserved seats, 25 cents.
Philadelphia Markets.
Winter b r a n , $15.50@l6.25; flour, 
$4.20 to $5.10 ; rye flour, $2.80 ; 
wheat, 1.02J to 1.0'2J ; corn, 35fc.; 
oats, 33^c.; butter, 17 to 20^c.; poul­
try, live, 8£@9c., dressed, 9@9ic.; 
timothy hay, 60@70c., mixed, 55@ 
60c.; straw, 35@40e. ; beef cattle 
4^@5£c.; sheep, 3^@ 5^c.; lambs, 5 
@6§c.; hogs, western, 5|@6c.
Live Stock Law to be Enforced.
I t  has been determined by the 
State Live Stock Sanitary Board to 
enforce strictly the recent act of 
Assembly requiring an examination 
of all cattle shipped into Pennsyl­
vania. Some cattle dealers have 
been opposed to-the law, but they 
are now beginning to realize its 
benefits. In no case has the cost of 
inspection exceeded $1 a bead. 
About 300 cattle have been exam­
ined in Pittsburg, where they are 
tagged, showing that they are 
sound. The Live Stock Board is 
now considering the desirability of 
providing an axamination of all cat­
tle sold by dealers in Pennsylvania 
stock.
AN ADDITIONAL EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
CHOSEN.
The Roberts Machine Company 
ave had a successful season in 
manufacturing and placing the 
Roberts Steam and Hot Water 
Boilers, and from various quarters 
here the heaters are in operation 
come flattering testimonials as to 
their most satisfactory efficiency, 
both as to heating service and 
economy in the consumption of 
fuel. At a recent meeting of the 
Company Mr. George B. Cobb, of 
New York, who is esteemed as the 
father of the cast iron boiler busi­
ness in this country, and who has 
sold more steam and hot water 
heaters than any other single indi­
vidual, was chosen as an additional 
executive officer. The Company’s 
steadily increasing business will be 
likely to necessitate further enlarge­
ment of the plant and the employ­
ment of a greater number of mould­
ers and iron workers.
Funeral o f Win. Warren.
The funeral of the late William 
Warren, of Lower Providence, last 
Thursday at 1 p. m., was attended 
by many relatives and friends, and 
by members of Economy Lodge 
No. 397,1. O. of O. F., of Evans­
burg, in a body. Rev. Wm. Cour- 
son directed the services at the 
house and at the Lower Providence 
Baptist church and cemetery, and 
delivered the sermon. He was as­
sisted by Rev. S. O. Perry, who 
made an address. The remains 
were in charge of undertaker J. L. 
Bechtel, of this borough.
Metkacton Literary Society.
The Methacton Literary Society 
will meet in Cherry Tree school 
house Saturday evening, February 
26, 1898. The following program 
has been prepared : Recitations— 
Edwin Kratz, Viola Auer, Mamie 
Davis, Harry Clark, Mary Fry ; 
Readings—Jacob Rittenhouse, An­
nie Smith, Emma Saylor ; Music— 
Solo, Fleetie Hartman ; Duet, Nel­
lie Evans and Viola Auer. Gazette
_Ralph Johnson. Debate — Be-
solved, That party politics should 
be abolished. Affirmative—J. H. 
Johnson, Joseph Johnson ; Nega­
tive—Joseph Kratz, Ralph Johnson.
Building and Loan Association 
Branch Organized.
The Collegeville, Trappe, and 
Evansburg Local Branch of the 
Washington National Building and 
Loan Association was organized at 
Perkiomen Bridge Hotel last Thurs­
day evening. The officers of the 
Local Branch are : President, E. S. 
Moser ; Vice-President, H. M. Al­
derfer ; Treasurer, W. P. Fenton ; 
Secretary, E. S. Riegner; Attorney, 
John S. Hunsicker ; Directors—J. 
S. Shephard, Harvey K. Moyer, E. 
G. Brownback, Abraham A. Landis, 
A. L. Gottsbalk, J do. Fuhrman, Jr., 
John H. Fetterolf. The last Wed­
nesday evening of each month was 
fixed upon as the time for holding 
the monthly meetings at Perkiomen 
Bridge.
Collegeville Ice Mannfhcturing 
Company.
The annual meeting of the stock 
holders of the Collegeville Ice 
Manufacturing Company was held 
at the office of the Roberts Machine 
Company last Thursday afternoon
G. Z. Vanderslice was President 
and E. A. Krusen Secretary of the 
meeting. The President of tlie 
Company, M. O. Roberts, presented 
a report of the business transacted 
during the past year, which showed 
a balance in the treasury. I t  was 
decided that a dividend of 2 per 
cent, on the capital stock invested 
be declared in due time. The fol 
lowing Directors were re-elected to 
serve the Company the present 
year : President, M. O. Roberts 
Vice President, Horace Ashen 
felter ; Secretary, Dr. E. A. Krusen 
James L. Paist, J. C. Landes, A
H. Tyson, E. S. Moser.
Installation Services.
Rev. W. O. Fegley was installed 
as pastor of Augustus Lutheran 
church, Trappe, laBt Sunday morn­
ing. The attendance was good, 
considering the inclemency of the 
weather. Rev. D. H. Reiter, of 
Richlandtown, Pa., President of the 
Norristown Conference, delivered 
the sermon and performed the rite 
of installation. He also preached 
in the • evening. The new pastor, 
Rev. Mr. Fagley, is about 30 years 
of age. He . served a charge at 
Sayre, Pa., for four years, and has 
won the reputation of being a tal­
ented pulpit orator and an earnest 
pastor. He will deliver his intro­
ductory sermon next Sunday at 10 
a. m. We bespeak success for him 
in his new field of ministerial labor.
Sixth Anniversary.
The Mite Society of the Lower 
Providence Presbyterian church 
will hold their sixth anniversary 
exercises in the church next Tues 
day evening, March 1, 1898. An 
interesting program of music, reci­
tations, dialogues, etc., is being ar­
ranged. The Trueksess Brothers’ 
Quartette will furnish special 
music for the occasion, and an ad­
dress by Dr. Stibitz is expected. 
All are cordially invited to attend. 
No admission, but a collection will 
be taken.
Golden Wedding.
Mr and Mrs. James H. Laflerty, 
of Pottstown, on Thursday cele­
brated the 50tb, or golden, anni­
versary of their wedding, and there 
was a large attendance of their 
children and grandchildren.
Scalded to Death.
Last Thursday Ellen B., the two 
year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs 
George Weidnes, of Lobachsville 
Berks county, lell naokward into a 
bucket lull of not water aud was so 
badly scalded that she died.
Fire at Providence Square.
Tuesday evening, about 6 o’clock, 
a lighted hanging lamp in the store 
of J. K. Schwenk, Providence 
Square, fell to the floor with a 
crash. The oil became ignited and 
spread rapidly over the floor. Mr. 
Schwenk and his brother promptly 
fought the flames, and by putting 
forth vigorous efforts succeeded in 
smothering them. The counters 
and some clothing were damaged by 
the fire, which, for awhile, threat­
ened the entire destruction of the 
store and residence. The cause of 
the lamp falling was due to the 
ceiling hook being pulled out by the 
weight of the lamp.
Two Deaths in One Home Within 
a Week.
Mary Ella, widow of Daniel 
Smoyer, died of pneumonia and 
heart disease at ber borne in Eagle 
ville last Friday, aged 77 years. At 
the time of ber death her daughter 
Esther Anna Smoyer was suffering 
from pnemonia, but was thought to 
be convalescing. A relapse ensued 
doubtless due in part to grief, and 
on Tuesday the daughter died, aged 
55 years. Among the survivin 
children of the departed mother 
are : Mrs. E. H. Casselberry, 
Worcester ; Theodore Smoyer, 
Oaks ; Mrs. Wilson Mayberry, 
Conshohocken, and Mrs. Oliver 
Metz, of Fairview Village. The 
funeral of the mother was held 
yesterday (Wednesday,) at one 
o’clock, p. m. Interment in Bap­
tist cemetery, Lower Providence, 
Undertaker John S. Kepler, of 
Trappe, funeral director. The 
funeral of the daughter will be held 
Saturday afternoon next at one 
p. m. Interment in the aforenamed 
cemetery, undertaker Kepler in 
charge. Relatives and friends are 
invited to be present.
THE ROBERTS MACHINE 
COMPANY.
LIBRARY RECEPTION.
Miss Mumford, librarian of Ur­
sinus College, entertained the stud­
ents, faculty and friends of the col­
lege on Tuesday evening, at a 
Library party. About 135 invita­
tions were issued, and of this num­
ber fully 125 were accepted. The 
invitations were unique, being 
written on library cards. Each 
guest represented either by costume 
or personal adornment the title of a 
book. Immediately on arrival a 
slip of paper and pencil were giveD 
the guests with instructions to copy 
the catalogue of books that were 
represented ; then most of the even­
ing was spent in guessing the titles, 
Some of the representations were 
very interesting, "as for instance, 
Mrs. Mensch in “A Study in Scar­
let,” Mrs. Lentz in “ A Daisy 
Chain,” Miss Bowman in “The 
Fairy Queen,” Mrs. Hobson as “In 
Satin Attire,” Mrs. Dodge in “Over 
the Tea Cups,” Miss Mumford as 
“Among the Books,” and so on. 
The prizes for the persons who 
guessed the greatest number of 
books correctly were awarded to 
Miss Mensch, first ladies’, and Mr. 
Waltman, first gentlemen’s ; and 
Miss Zimmerman, ladies’ booby, 
and Mr. Kugler, gentleman’s booby. 
Miss Mensch bad 74 titles correct. 
Miss Mumford was assisted in re­
ceiving by Mrs. H. T. Spangler, 
Mrs. Calvin Mensch, Mrs. Dodge, 
Mrs. Barnard, and Mrs. Lentz. The 
decorations in the library were 
beautiful. Palms, smilax, ferns and 
evergreens were used extensively, 
and the colors of the American flag 
everywhere in evidence reminded 
the guests of Washington’s birth­
day. Refreshments were served in 
one of the recitation rooms; which 
was also tastefully decorated with 
potted plants and cut flowers. Dur­
ing the course of the evening Miss 
Laros rendered a piano solo, the 
college quartette gave a vocal se­
lection, and Miss Moser a mandolin 
solo. Everyone was delighted with 
the entertainment, and all agreed 
that Miss Mumford proved herself 
a graceful hostess, and that it was 
the most brilliant social event of 
the winter.
Heavy Rains.
The rainfall late Saturday night 
and early Sunday morning was un­
usually heavy, even for this season 
of the year. At seven o’clock Sun­
day morning the Perkiomen repre­
sented a wide expanse of rapidly 
flowing water, the lowlands being 
entirely submerged. For awhile it 
seemed as though the water would 
reach the turnpike at Perkiomen 
Bridge Hotel, but the highest point 
had been reached and the abnormal 
stream gradually sudsided. Con­
siderable damage was wrought at 
places on the public roads and else­
where by washouts. The wing 
walls and roadway on the south 
side of the bridge spanning the 
Perkiomen at Yerkes were much 
torn by the rushing water. A wash­
out on the Perkiomen pike, below 
Ironbridge made travel exceedingly 
dangerous until guards were erected 
and repairs made. Muskrats were 
driven from their holes in droves 
and many were shot by enterprising 
gunners along the Perkiomen.
Deputy Healtk Inspector.
At the instance of the Board of 
Health of Phoenixville and in the 
interest of the people of that bor­
ough, as well as for the protection 
of the rural districts in that vicinity, 
the State Board of Health has ap­
pointed Dr. J. G. Shoemaker Deputy 
Inspector of the townships of East, 
South and North Coventry, East 
and West Yincent, East and West 
Pikeland, Schuylkill and Charles­
town, all situated in Chester county, 
on the right bank of the Schuylkill 
river, as well well as for Upper and 
Lower Providence, in Montgomery 
county, on the left bank. Dr. J. G. 
Shoemaker is Vice-President 6f the 
Phoenixville Board of Health, as 
well as Chairman of the Sanitary 
Committee, and has large executive 
experience in public sanitation.
at
Dedication o f the M. R. in G. 
Temple o f Royersford.
The M. B. in C. Temple at Roy­
ersford will be dedicated February 
26 and 27. Rev. H. B. Musselman, 
of Bethlehem, will preach on Satur­
day evening, February 26. Rev. 
W. K. Ziegler, of Norristown, will 
follow in a short discourse, and 
theo open the meeting. Meeting in 
the forenoon, afternoon and evening 
of the following Sunday, February 
27. Children's meeting from 9 to 
9 30 a. m. Rev. Wm. Gehman, Sr., 
of Vera Cruz, formerly presiding 
elder, will preach in German at 9.30 
a. m. A sermon in English will 
follow. At 2.20 p. m. Rev. W. B. 
Musselman, presiding elder, will 
preach the dedicatory sermon, after 
which the building will be dedicated 
to the Lord. Rev. O. H. E. Rauch, 
of the First Reformed Church, of 
Royersford, will conduct the open­
ing service at 7 p. m. The services 
proper will begin at 8 p. m. Rev- 
L. B. Taylor, of Grater’s Ford, will 
be present duriug the day, and pas­
tors of various denominations have 
been invited.
FOX CHASE».
About 200 riders and as many 
hounds participated in a fox hunt 
under the auspices of J. F. Wall, 
proprietor of the Phoenix Hotel, 
Phoenixville, last Thursday. The 
chase was started from the Driving 
Park, and lasted three hours. The 
fox escaped.
There was a fox chase at Valley 
Forge, Tuesday, and a number of 
clubs were represented.
$100 REWARD. $100.
The readers of this' paper will be pleased 
to learn that there is at least one dreaded 
disease that science has been able to cure in 
all its stageB, and that is Catarrh. Hall’s 
Catarrh Cure is the only positive cure known 
to the medical fraternity. Catarrh being a 
constitutional disease, requires a constitu­
tional treatment. Hall’s Catarrh Cure is 
taken internally, acting directly upon the 
blood and mucous surfaces of the system, 
thereby destroying the foundation of the 
disease, and giving the patient strength by 
building up the constitution and assisting 
nature in doing its work. The proprietors 
have so much faith in its curative powers, 
that they offer One Hundred Dollars for 
any case that it fails to cure. Send for list 
of testimonials. Address F. J. CHENEY 
& CO., Toledo, O. Price 75 cents per 
bottle. Sold by all druggists. Testimonials 
free.
Sold by J. W. Culbert, Druggist, College- 
ville, Pa. 75 cents.
« Scottish Reformation 
Norristown.
The Scottish Reformation to be 
given at the Grand Opera House^ 
Norristown, Thursday and Friday, 
February 24 and 25, by Mrs. H. E. 
Monroe, of Philadelphia, assisted 
by 150 Norristown persons of recog­
nized talent, for the benefit of 
Jeffersonville Presbyterian Church, 
is said to be the finest historical 
production in the United States. 
It consists of two church processions 
and three scenes ; John Knox’s in­
terview with Mary, Queen of Scots, 
aod Queen Mary’s execution scene. 
They are connected by a delightful 
lecture by Mrs. H. E. Monroe, illus­
trated by 85 of the best stereopticon 
views. I t is very instructive as 
well as entertaining. The costumes 
are said to have cost $2000. Dr. 
Henry T. Spangler, in a letter to 
Rev. Beidner of the Jeffersonville 
church, says : “You may quote me 
as endorsing Mrs. Monroe’s lecture 
and your entertainment, and may 
use my name in any way that will 
assist you. I had the pleasure of 
seeing the play in Philadelphia 
several years ago, and can therefore 
speak favorably of it from personal 
knowledge.” Tickets : 25, 35 and 
50 cents.
DECREASING WATER SUPPLY.
State Forestry Commissioner Dr. 
J. T. Rothrock again calls attention 
to the decrease of the states water 
supply through the destruction of 
our forests in an interesting report 
which he has just made to the De­
partment of Agriculture at Harris­
burg, and his statements, all im­
portant, are particularly so at this 
time to Philadelphia, who are con­
fronted with the serious problem of 
finding in the near future a source 
of water supply equal to the de­
mands of people. Perhaps the most 
striking statement of the danger of 
position, says the North American, 
is to be found in the annual flow of 
water in the Schuylkill at Philadel­
phia in the last eighty years. In 
1816 there were sent down 500,000,- 
000 gallons daily ; 1825 440,000,000 
gallons daily ; 1878, 215,000,000 
gallons daily. This means that dur­
ing the period covered the supply 
of water in the Schuylkill available 
for domestic purposes has decreased 
61 per cent. Where is this to end ?
As to the causes of this, Dr. 
Rothrock makes it clear that there 
is but one worth serious considera­
tion, and that is the removal of the 
forests, which has disturbed the 
former balance of natural condi­
tions. He says : “It appears that 
in the loss of water retaining power 
in the cleared ground and in the 
increase in the rate of evaporation 
over the remaining water service 
there is good reason to associate at 
least in part the unusually low 
water during our summer with the 
removal of our forests.” Of course 
there may be other reasons such as 
these which are noted in this re­
port, “that we are passing through 
a period of less rain fall than 
formerly” and “that much of this 
missing water is used before it 
reaches that point or points at 
which the estimates were made.” 
But the fact remains that the de_- 
struction of the forests is the chief 
cause of the vast decrease of our 
water supply.
New Music—Liberal Offer.
To introduce our new monthly publica­
tion, American Popular Music, we make the 
following liberal offer : Send us the names 
of three or more performers on the piano or 
organ, and fifteen cents in money or postage, 
and we will mail you sixteen pages of tbe 
latest popular songs, two steps, etc., full 
sheet muBic arranged for piano or organ, and 
American Popular Music for three months. 
Address Popular Music Co., Indianapolis, 
Indiana.
Resolutions o f Respect.
At a meeting of the Pastor’s Aid Society of 
Augustus Lutheran Church, Trappe, held 
February 12,1898, the following resolutions 
were adopted :
W h e r e a s , It has pleased Almighty God, 
in His infinite wisdom and all-wise Provi­
dence, to call from life to death Mrs. William 
Shaner and Mrs. Hannah Katherine T. 
Miller, and
W hebbas, The Pastor’s Aid Society of 
Augustus Lutheran Church, of Trappe, Pa., 
deeply feel the loss of these faithful and lov­
ing sister members ; therefore,
Resolved, That while we bow in humble 
submission to the Most High, we do none 
the less mourn for those who have been 
called home to receive the welcome plaudit, 
“ Well done thou good and faithful servant, 
enter thou into the joys of the Lord.”
Resolved, That we, as members of the Aid 
Society, tender our sincere and heartfelt 
sympathy to the bereaved families and com­
mend them for consolation to Him who 
doeth all things well, and whose chatise- 
ments are meant in mercy.
Resolved, That this testimony of our 
sympathy and sorrow be forwarded to the 
family of our departed sisters, and that a 
copy of these resolutions be entered on the 
minutes of (he Society, and also be published 
in the Pbovidenoe I n d e pe n d en t .
Mbs. H orace Rim by ,
Mbs . W illiam  Bea n ,
Miss  E lla  De t w ileb , I
Hood’s Sarsaparilla is prepared by expe­
rienced pharmacists who know precisely the 
nature and quality of all ingredients used.
» Committee.
FROM OAKS.
Considerable excitement prevails 
here at Oaks over the sinking of the 
battle ship Maine in the harbor of 
Havana and the loss of so many 
precious lives. If the unfortunate 
ones had been killed in battle, we 
should reconcile matters by saying 
they died for their country. Truly 
when peace prevails they met their 
fate in tbe exercise of their duty 
and that is sufficient. We hear so 
many stories, and we hardly know 
which to believe, and about the 
wisest plan is to say little and think 
all you like. Not to think too loud, 
however.
We have had an abundance of 
rain, and we bear complaints on 
every hand. But why complain ?
If we complain without cause, it is 
only right and proper for the Ruler 
of the Universe to give us just 
cause for complaint.
During the storm on Saturday 
evening the waters in the noisy 
Perkiomen became very much 
swollen, cutting off communication 
with Lower Providence by way of 
Oaks. The water overflowed the 
meadows and went rushing and 
roaring down the valley, striking 
the current of the mystic, microbic, 
Schylkill amidships, shooting across 
tbe river almost to the Chester 
county shore, forming an artificial 
dam and backing the waters in the 
Schuylkill up until it reached a 
height of eleven feet five inches in a 
very short time, flooding David 
Harvey’s cellar, drowning out the 
muskrats. The water fell as quicklj 
as it rose. The Perkiomen when it 
gets its back up soon returns to its 
normal condition. Milkmen who 
sent tbeir milk via. Perkiomen and 
Pennsy R. R., or to the Crawford 
Creamery, were forced to take an 
other route, or return to their 
homes. Almost three inches of 
rain fell. On Sunday night we 
were treated to a thunder shower, 
which is a sign of cold weather 
when a thunder shower happens in 
the winter time.
The Reaver Bros., contractors 
and builders, are putting in a bap­
tistry at the Green Tree church. 
This should have been done long 
ago. The ordinance of baptism 
carries greater weight with it, more 
sanctity, if administered in the 
church than out of it, and it is a 
wise movement of the church com­
mittee. It is not every candidate 
to be immersed is so constituted 
that they can stand going into the 
river or outside pools, and it is a 
greater act of mercy to immerse in 
water from which the cold chill has 
been taken. Still we have yet to 
hear of one case where a person has 
been baptized in the coldest water 
and in the dead of winter ever suf­
fering from tbe effects as to health 
and strength. I t is not so much 
for the candidate as he who must 
remain in the water to administer 
the rite. It is a praiseworthy move 
of the people of Green Tree church.
" Lew Famous, who is employed at 
Rees’ coal yard, met with an acci­
dent which might have been serious.
He stepped on a board at the coal 
chutes and down he went, not ex­
actly into a coal mine, but into a 
coal bin, sustaining only slight in­
juries.
Pat Gunn, night watchman at 
McAvoy’s brick plant, was struck 
by an engine on the main line of the 
P. & R. R. R. early Saturday morn­
ing and was instantly killed. Gunn 
was on bis way home and had 
stepped out of the way of one train, 
but the engine drawing one pass­
enger car and scale test came thun­
dering along, striking him, killing 
him instantly, He leaves a wife 
and five children. I t was very foggy 
and a drizzling rain set in, which 
assisted in obscuring the view for 
any distance. Too much care can 
not be exercised by those who walk 
on the railroad or are employed on 
the railroad.
Bert Weikel and Milt Campbell 
are the boss trappers. They beat 
the beater. Tbe caught eleven 
muskrats, a wharf rat and a young 
’possum on Saturday, besides ten 
on tbe day or two before. The fur 
of the muskrats was of the very 
finest.
If you are invited out to ride 
with a fellow, who pays the hostler ?
Joseph Briley sold his farm 
located near the Crawford Cream­
ery, Lower Providence, and will en­
gage in butchering.
During the high wind that pre­
vailed on Wednesday last the roofs 
of the Dutch Kilns at the Perki­
omen Brick Yard were blown off. 
The water in the Schuylkill was 
churned, rolled in high waves and 
dashed against the banks, the spray 
flying in clouds, over the twigs and 
bushes, which instantly froze and 
formed an ice belt about six feet in 
width on the bank, Klondike-like.
Preacher Vorse, while walking 
over the water, on the railroad 
bridge, dropped his razor over­
board.
’Squire Aaron Weikel, of Shan- 
nonville, is improving and is re­
gaining strength again.
Miss May Weikel has so far re­
covered from her attack, which was 
feared was typhoid, that she has re­
turned to her duties at Coatesville.
John B. Dettra is around and 
about again.
Holiday at Green Tree school on 
Washington’s Birthday.
Several painters employed by the 
Pennsy R. R. were hunting a place 
to board, but as far as we heard 
were not successful. They will 
paint the station at Perkiomen.
Well, what’s it to be, war, or all 
talk. Perkiomen ought to be able 
to ra-zor quite a good company of 
soldiers.
The roads are in rather a bad 
condition, and it would be a rather 
difficult matter for the Spanish 
army to move their artillery over 
land to Areola. So we back country 
people are all right, in case of a war 
with Spain.
Howard Yocum, who was injured 
by a horse falling on bis foot and 
leg some time last month, has so 
far recovered as to be about and 
filled his place on the election board.
Jay Webb, Esq., had a notice 
posted that he was not a candidate 
for School Director. Mr. Webb’s 
duties occupy all his time, and he 
could not attend to the duties of 
School Director if elected.
A spark from a locomotive as it
was pulling in tbe siding at Perki­
omen Junction set fire to a pile of | 
cornfodder near the barn on the 
Vanderslice farm, and it was only 
the timely aid of the men at the 
station that the barn did not go up 
in smoke.
Latest reports from Kansas are a 
young man who emigrated there 
some time ago, while feeding the 
hogs dropped his pocket-book con­
taining a large amount of money in 
tbe pen, and the hogs ate it, purse, 
money and all. Dear pork, that.
AND
OHIO COWS
250 INDIANA COUNTY HOGS, 
SHOAT8 AND PIGS.
SOME LUCKY FRIDAYS.
Friday is, by a great many people 
in America, regarded as an unlucky 
day. The Spanish, however, look 
on it with very different feelings ; 
Columbus sailed from Palos on 
Friday, August 3, 1492 ; the dis­
covery of the New World was made 
on Friday, October 12, 1492, and 
many Of Spain’s noted victories in 
war have been achieved on this day 
of ill-omen.
Columbus started on Friday, the 
fourth of January, 1493, on his re­
turn journey to Spain, to announce 
to Ferdinand and Isabella tbe 
glorious result of the expedition, 
and on the 15th of March, in tbe 
same year, also a Friday, he disem­
barked in Andulasia. He gained 
his first view of the American con­
tinent on Friday, the thirteenth day 
of June, 1498.
Americans might with good cause 
regard the day as one of good luck 
igstead of bad, for many stirring 
and happy events in our history oc­
curred on that day. On Friday, 
November 10, 1620, the Mayflower 
first disembarked a few emigrants 
on American soil at Provincetown, 
and on Friday, December 22, 1620, 
her passengers finally landed at 
Plymouth Rock.
On Friday, March 5,1497, Henry 
VII, of England gave to John Cabot 
his dispatch for the voyage that re­
sulted in the discovery of the con­
tinent of North America ; George 
Washington was born on Friday, 
February 22, 1732 ; the union of 
the colonies was made on Friday, 
May 20,1775.
The battle of Bunker Hill was 
fonght on Friday, June 17, 1775, 
and the surrender at Saratoga took 
place on Friday, October 17, 1777, 
which event resulted in France’s ac­
knowledging us a nation, and offer­
ing us material aid and encourage­
ment. On a Friday was discovered 
tbe treason of Arnold. Another 
ever memorable Friday is that of 
October 19, 1781, on which took 
place the surrender of Yorktown, 
and on Friday, June 17, 1776, 
Richard Henry Lee read the Decla­
ration of Independence to the Con­
tinental Congress.
Will be sold at public sale, on MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 28, 1898, at Bean’s hotel, 
■Schwenksville, Pa., 25 extra*yp?~?s
_____ .Ohio cows, fresh, with calves rr^iT“
by their sides. All are extra big ones, and 
big milkers. Also several springers. 250 
very fine Indiana county hogs, shoats and 
pigs, which will be sold first, promptly at 1 
o’clock. Sale at 1 o’clock, p. m. Condi­
tions by FRANK SCHWENK.
jpRIVATE SALE OF
FRESH COWS!
We will sell at private sale, on and after 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25. at the«
farm of Prof. J. K. Harley, near J___
Trappe, 20 fresh cows with calves, and 
springers. This is a nice lot of thrifty cows 
from Virginia. Come and see them;
A. C. HARLEY & BRO.
TDUHLIC SALE OF
Personal Property!
Will be sold at public sale, on TUESDAY, 
MARCH 1, 1898, on the premises, in Upper 
Providence township, on the road leading 
from Royersford to Phoenixville, near Mont­
gomery Almshouse, the following1: Two 
— horses ; 5 cows, one in profit«
by day of sale, and threej____
'springers ; farm wagon and bed, 
express wagon, express sleigh, 
Buckwalter Champion horse power, King 
thresher and cleaner, Osborne mower, Wood 
reaper, hay rake, hay hook, rope and pulley, 
Trenton feed cutter, Union feed cutter, corn- 
eheller, grain fan, Buckeye cider mill, log 
roller, 2 Syracuse plows, springtooth lever 
harrow, spike harrow, 2 sets hay ladders for 
2 and 1 horse wagons, 2 sets stage harness, 
express harness, scythe and pole, 2 grain 
cradles, 2 threshing flails, log, cow and other 
chains, double and single trees, forks, rakes, 
grubbing and other hoes, crowbar post spade, 
shovels, picks, axe and broad axe, 351 lb. 
beam, lot carpenter tools, work bench and 
vise, iron vise, about 50 new posts ready for 
use, boring machine and 2 post augers, 16 ft. 
ladder, two 12 ft. ladders, large feed chest, 
hay and straw by the ton, cornfodder by the 
bundle ; corn, rye, oats and potatoes by the 
bushel, 5% acres of grain in the ground, 
about 50 pairs chickens, vinegar by the bar­
rel, milk cans—20 and 30 qts , meat tub, 
scald tub, two-handled churn, lot of old 
iron, and many other articles not mentioned. 
A credit of 6 months given on all sums over 
$20, by giving a note of approved security. 
Sale to commence at 1 o’clock, sharp.
ELIZABETH VANDERSLICE. 
Wayne M. Pierson, auct.
pUBLIC SALE OF
Personal Property !
Atlantic City as a Winter Sani­
tarium.
While for many years the capacity of At­
lantic City’s Hotels and Boarding houses has 
been increasing rapidly and are still strained 
to their fullest extent during the Summer 
season, it is Only of late years that its great 
value as a Winter Sanitarium has been 
known.
Atlantic City throughout the Winter pre­
serves a temperature of 10 to 12 degrees 
higher than the surrounding country. It is 
claimed this is caused by the Gulf stream 
swerving at this point nearer shore, and this 
fact added to the position of the boardwalk 
and beach, nearly facing the south so re­
ceiving all the benefits of the sun, makes it 
as valuable for Winter health as for Summer 
pleasure.
The Getting There. The Philadelphia and 
Reading Route (Atlantic City Railroad) has 
a complete schedule of superior equipped 
trains running from Chestnut Street and 
South Street Ferries, Philadelphia, at con­
venient hours to Atlantic City, and while 
during the Winter months the famous “60 
minute Flyer” is laid off, the trains make 
excellent time and are so comfortable that 
the 75 or 80 minutes consumed in the pass­
age from the Quaker City to the City by the 
Sea are hardly noticeable.
Will be sold at public sale, on THURS­
DAY, MARCH 3, 1898, on the premises of 
the undersigned in Worcester township, 
Montgomery county, Pa., about 1 mile 
north of Fairview Village, on the German­
town turnpike road, stock and farming im­
plements as follows, to wit : 8 horses. No. 1, 
— a good family driver and all pur-4 
pose horse. Nos. 2 and 3, good1 
’farm horses. 15 cows, 5 or 6 calves 
’by their sides by day of sale ; 2 
stock bulls, 40 pairs of chickens ; haybed 
wagon, 3-in. tread in good order ; farm 
wagon, hay ladders 16 ft., express wagon, 
market wagon, double-seated carriage, cart, 
2 sleighs, 1 sled, reaper and binder, Osborne, 
good as new ; horse rake, mower, hay ted­
der, corn cultivator, 2 Syracuse plows, 2 
Ironage harrows, springtooth harrow, spike 
harrow, grain drill, cider press, corn sheller, 
fodder cutter, grain fan, hay, corn and oats 
by the bushel, harness of all kinds, and 
other articles as may be hunted up by day of 
sale. Sale to commence at 12.30 o’clock, 
p. m. Conditions, 90 days crédit on all 
sums of $20 and upwards.
ANDREW J. SAYLOR. \ 
A. M. Bergey, auct. J. R. Weikel, clerk.
»
Re w a r d  o f  .A reward of $10 is offered for the ap­prehension of the person or persons guilty 
of administering poison to several dogs in 
Evansburg. Information will be received at 
THIS OFFICE.
pU BLIC  SALE OF
Personal Property
Will be sold at public sale, on THURS­
DAY, MARCH 3, 1898, at my residence, In 
Port Providence, Montgomery county, Pa., 
the following personal property : Two good 
,work horses, both good on tread 
.power, one a single-line leader. 3 
’cows, one with calf by her« HI 
side, the other two are goodj 
milkers. 2 two-horse farm wagons, with 
beds ; 1 thimble skein wagon, market 
wagon, pole and shafts, platform springs, 
phaeton, cart, sled, springtooth and hoe 
harrows, Hench riding cultivator, 2 corn- 
shellers, one new ; Gem seed sower, set 
heavy stage and cart harness, hames, 2 pair 
double lines, single lines, check rein, shaft 
carrier, headhalters, plank stone bed, single 
and double trees, breast and cow chains, 
post spade, forks, rakes, &c. Measures, 
baskets, scythe, 6 carrier pigeons, butter 
box, 150 feet net wire, grain bags, milk 
bucket, can, churn, and a lot of other arti­
cles. Corn by the bushel; cornfodder by 
the bundle ; five acres of wheat in the 
ground. Sale to commence at 1 o’clock. 
Conditions will be made known by
BENJAMIN H. FAMOUS.
E. Raser, auct. 8. Howard Yocum, clerk.
kUBLIC SALE OF
Personal Property !
WANTED.A young man to learn the store busi­
ness. Apply to _
E. G. BROWNBACK, Trappe, Pa.
Fo r  r e n t .An eight-room brick house in the bor­ough of Trappe. Apply to
J .  W. ROYER, M. D.
toaowtng;
Fo r  r e n t .A part of a dwelling house—7 rooms and basement. Apply to
MRS. SARAH FENSTERMACHER, 
8-3. Collegeville, Pa.
F«OR RENT._ A new wheelwright shop ; first-class
cash business stand for the right man. Ap­
ply at once to
JONATHAN E. DAVIS, Blacksmith, 
aojan. Collegeville, Pa.
Fo r  r e n t .A desirable FARM of 101)4 Acres, 2)4 miles from Royersford and 1)4 miles from 
Trappe. Terms moderate to a good tenant. 
S. B. LATSHAW,
Real Estate and Insurance Agent, 
3-10. Royersford, Pa.
Fo r  r e n t .Farm of 101 Acres situated in Lower Providence township 1)4 miles south of Col- 
legeville and 1 mile north of Eagleville, on 
the Ridge Avenue turnpike. Apply by let­
ter to Milton C. Rambo, 2006 N. 21st St., 
Philadelphia, or call on
E. M. CLEAVER,
2-10. Whose place adjoins.
Will be sold at public sale, on TUESDAY, 
MARCH 15, 1898, at my residence near Gar­
wood school house, Upper Providence, the 
f ll i  personal property : Horse, 9 years 
—, old, sound and right and safe for 
lady to drive; 2-seated carriage, 
’phaeton, spindle wagon, wheelbar- 
’row, hoe harrow, hay cutter, pulley, 
hay and straw, ladders, forks, rakes, shovels, 
chickens, chicken boxes, iron kettle, wash­
ing machine, barrels. Household Goods : 
3 tables, chairs, cupboard, dishes, carpet, 
rocking chairs, bureau, map, cradle ; organ, 
one year in use ; coach, screen doors and 
windows, sewing machine for tailor and 
light work ; other articles not mentioned. 
Sale at 1 o’clock. Conditions by
HENRY GROSSMILLER. 
W. Pierson, auct. C. U. Bean, clerk.
kUBLIC SALE OF
Personal Property ?
wu : » gw
Fo r  s a l e .The goodwill and fixtures of a restaur­ant in Collegeville, next door to drug store. 
Rent $2 per month. A rare chance for a live 
man ; good business.
Fo r  sa l e .A farm of 75 acres in Limerick town­ship : well improved. Will be sold cheap. 
Call or address J. W. GILDS,
20jan. Collegeville, Pa.
WILL SELLAt a sacrifice, good corner property, 
Norristown, on account of removal to the 
country, fine stand for milk depo^ or other 
business. RICHARDSON & THOMAS, 
3.3.7t. Norristown, Pa.
\TOTICE !
jL̂ I Notice is hereby given that an appli­
cation will be made to the Court of Common 
Pleas of Montgomery county on the 12th day 
of March, 1898, for a charter for an intended 
corporation, to be known as tbe Fairview 
Village Beneficial Association of Montgom­
ery County, Pennsylvania, the character and 
object of which shall be to accumulate a 
fund from which benefits may be paid to in­
firm, sick or disabled members, and to the 
families of deceased members. The certifi­
cate of incorporation is now on file in the 
office of the Prothonotarv of said Court. 
2.17-8t. JOSEPH FORNANCE, Solicitor.
Im p r o v e d  p e k i n  d u c k sLay more eggs, grow faster and demand 
better prices than any other breed. 13 eggs, 
50c. Eggs of Golden Lace Wyandottes, 15 
for 50c. Orders filled- promptly.
A. B. HESS,
2-17-3m. Collegeville,*Pa.
Will be sold at public sale, on WEDNES­
DAY, MARCH 2, 1898, on the premises of 
the subscriber, in Lower Providence town­
ship, Montgomery county, Pa., about a half- 
mile southwest of Ridge pike, on Grange 
Avenue, about one mile southwest of Eagle­
ville, the following personal property, to 
it 2 ood horses : No. 1 is a dark bay 
— horse, coming 9 years old, 16 hands 
high, good driver, works on tread 
'power ; No. 2 is a bay horse, com­
ing 10 years old, will work any­
where, a perfect family beast. 7 good cows, 
some in profit by day of sale ; 1 heifer, 4flne 
shoats. Horse-power and thresher,
Union fodder cutter, grain fan, Cham-JCSm  
pion farm wagon with bed and ladders, 
double-seated carriage with pole and shafts, 
fallingtop carriage, road cart, express wagon, 
market wagon, 2 sleighs with pole and shafts 
to either, Champion mower and reaper, 
horse rake, 2 Syracuse plows, No. 3 spring­
tooth harrow, hoe harrow, land roller, corn 
marker, single and double trees, set light 
harness, 2 sets of stage harness, collars, 
blind and headhalters, single and double 
lines, cow, breast and timber chains, 12 ft. 
ladder, forks, rakes, grubbing hoe, corn- 
sheller, pulleys and rope, feed chest, boxes, 
wheelbarrow, large dinner bell, 75 bushels of 
oats, hay and straw by the hundred, chickens 
by the pound. Dairy Fixtures and House­
hold Goods : 2 large butter churns, 2 hamp­
ers, milk pans, milk bucket and strainer, 
tables, benches, vinegar by the barrel, saus­
age cutter and stuffer, ash extension table, 
flour chest, bedsteads, chairs, settee, side­
board, cook stove, parlor stove, small cylin­
der stove, stove pipe, sofa, double-barrel 
gun, revolver, lady’s bicycle, and many 
other articles not mentioned. Sale to com­
mence at 1 o’clock, sharp. Conditions by 
WILLIAM McHARG.
F. H. Peterman, auct. J. R. McHarg, clerk.
F i r e  t a n  n o tic e .The members of the Perkiomen Valley Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Mont­
gomery County are hereby notified that a 
tax was levied on January 8, 1898, of $1.00 
on each one thousand dollars for which they 
are insured, to pay losses sustained. Pay­
ments will be made to the collectors or to 
the Secretary at his office in Collegeville.
Extract from Charter : “And if any mem­
ber of the Company shall refuse or neglect 
to pay his or her assessment within 40 days 
after the publication of the same, 20 per 
cent, of the assessment will be added there­
to, and if payment be delayed for 50 days 
longer, then his, her, or their policy shall 
have become suspended until payment shall 
have been made.”
The 40 days’ time for payment of said tax 
will date from February 8, 1898.




Engines Bum Hard Coal—No Smoke
IN EFFECT NOVEMBER 14, 1897. 
Trains Leave Collegeville.
F o b  P e b k io m e n  J u n c t io n , Bb id g b p o e t  
a n d  P h il a d e l p h ia —Week days—6.29, 8.36 
a. m.; 12.43, 5.01 p. m. Sundays—6.39
a. m.; 6.13 p. m.
F o b  A l l e n t o w n —Week days—9.06,10.17 
a. m.; 3.22, 5.11, p. m. Sundays—8.30 a. 
m.; 7.42 p. m.
Trains For Collegeville. 
L e a v e  P h i l a d e l p h ia —Week days—7.45, 
9.08 a. m.; 1.42, 4.01, p. m. Sundays—7.00 
a. m.; 6.15 p. m.
L e a v e  B b id g e p o b t —Week days —8.30,
9.50 a. m.; 2.30, 4.44, p. m. Sundays—7.47 
a. m.; 7.04 p. m.
L e a v e  P e b k io m e n  J u n c t io n —Week days 
—8 50, 10.05 a. m.: 3.00, 5.00, p. m. Sun­
days—8.13 a. m.; 7.25 p. m.
L e a v e  A l l e n t o w n  — Week days—4.25,
7.15.10.50 a. m.; 3.38 p. m. Sunday- 4.85 
a. m.; 4.35 p. m.
ATLANTIC CITY DIVISION.
Leave Philadelphia, Chestnut Street Wharf 
and South Street Wharf for Atlantic City. 
Week days—Express, 9.00 a. m., 2.00,4.00,
5.00 p. m. Accom., 8.00 a. m., 6.30 p. m. 
Sundays—Express, 9.00,10.00 a. m. Accom.,
8.00 a. m., 4.45 p. m.
Leave Atlantic City Depot: Week days— 
Express 7.35, 9.00, a. m., 3.30, 5.30, p. m. 
Accom., 8.15 a. m., 4.05 p. m. Sundays—Ex­
press, 4.00, 7.30 p. m. Accom., 7 .15a. m., 
4.15 p. m.
Parlor cars on all express trains.
For further information apply to nearest 
Philadelphia & Reading Railway ticket agent 
or address
I. A. 8WEIGARD, EDSON J. WEEKS, 
Gen’l Superintendent. Gen’l Pass. Agent. 
Reading Terminal, Philadelphia.
When in Norristown, Pa.,
STOP AT THE
R A M B 0  H O U S E ,
(Opposite Court Hcuse).
-----oOo-----
| |g § r °  First-class Accommodations for Man 
and Beast.
Stabling for 100 horses. Rates reasonable. 
Both English and German spoken.
-----oOo-----




Fresh From the Factories, now 
on Exhibition at the
COLLEGEVILLE
Furniture la rero o m s!
We are now prepared to offer 
onr customers goods at prices 
never before heard oft
Our line of Chamber Suits, at prices rang­
ing from $12 to $50, are the best In the 
market, and are well worth inspection.
Parlor Suits In Hair Cloth, Brocatelle and 
Silk Tapestry, from $15 to $50, are hard to 
be equalled.
Sideboards, from $8.50 to $30, In Solid 
Oak, fancy tops and plate glasses, are the 
finest.
Dining Room Chairs, Fancy Rockers, 
Lounges, Coucher, Hall Racks and Fancy 
Book Cases, that cannot fail to attract your 
attention, both in quality and price.
We carry a full line of Rugs, Carpet 
Sweepers, Toilet Sets, Fancy Lamps, Dinner 
and Tea Sets.
Bed Springs, Mattresses, Pillows, Bolsters, 
Feathers, and Bedding of all kinds.
Our line of Carpets is complete. Best 
Ingrain at 50 cents ; good at 40 cents ; fair 
a t 32 cents.
Picture Frames made to order.
Window Shades of all kinds. We are sell­
ing a good Spring Roller Shade at 25 cents.
Make your selections early, while stock is 
complete.
Repairing and upholstering attended to 
promptly.






Old and New Patrons cordially received. 
Ample accommodations for man and beast. 
Terms reasonable. Make the Hartranft 
House your headquarters when in town.
THE ALBERTSON
T ru sts  Safe Deposit Co.
NORRISTOWN, PA.




Acts as Executor, Administrator, Guardian, 
Committee, Etc.
Bonds o f Suretyship.
Rents Safe Deposit Boxes.
Loans Money on Good Security.
GEO. W. ROGERS, President.
SAM’L E. NYCE, Vice Pres..Trust Officer. 
CLEMENT J. CRAFT, Sec. and Treas.
DIRECTORS.
George W. Rogers, 
Adam Scheidt,






H. H. Hobensack, 
Sam’l E. Nyce,
P; Frank Hunter, 
Wm. F. Dannehower, 
J. K. Weaver,
Irvin P. Knipe,





( s u c c e s s o r s  t o  g r is t o c k  a  v a n d e b s l ic e . )
Collegeville, Pa.,
DEALEBS IN
I  am building only what has been ordered 
at prices as low as possible. It will he to 
your interest to order if in need of anything 
in nyr line.
A l l  Kinds o f Carriages
and Business Wagons.
First-class PAINTING and VARNISHING 
at Reasonable Rates.
LETTERING and SIGN PAINTING.





My past experience at the business hav­
ing proven satisfactory to those whom I have 
served, I feel encouraged to continue my 
efforts in the same direction. With a feel­
ing of much appreciation for favors received 
In the past, I hope to merit the future patron­
age of the public.
® “Wiil meet trains at all Stations. Or­
ders received by telephone or telegraph. 9 5
Blue Flame
Oil S toves I
For COOKING PURPOSES
an oil stove, save money, 
and have comfort in hot weather.
C ucum ber
a n d  IRON PUMPS, guaran­
teed to give satisfaction. Why worry 
along with a worn-out pump when 
you can get a new one for a few 
dollars.
Paints,
O I U S ,  A c .  G asoline. TIN­
ROOFING and SPOUTING done to 
order promptly. Where ?
A . K. HUNSICKER’S,
Near PERKIOMEN BRIDGE.
GET YOUR P o sters  P rin ted  at the In d ep en d en t Office.
White and Yellow Pine, and Hemlock
LUMBER,.
Various grades, dressed and undressed. 
SH INGLES, split and sawed. 
PICKETS, CEDAR AND CHESTNUT 
RAILS.
L e h ig h  and Schuylkill
COAL. - - COAL.
F L O T m ,
Com, m Bran, « Middlings,
OATS, LIN SEED  M EAL ,
AND CAKE MEAL.
Buffalo Phosphates, and others. Harri­
son’s Town and Country Paint,—second to 
none in the market. Also Harrison’s Rough 
and Ready Paint,—a cheap durable paint 
for barns and fencing.
P A T E N T S ,
Caveats and Trade Marks obtained, and all 
Patent Business conducted for MODERATE 
FEES. Our office Is opposite the U. S. Pat­
ent Office, We have no sub-agents, all busi­
ness direct, hence can transact patent busi­
ness in less time and at less cost than those 
remote from Washington.
Send model, drawing, or photo, with de­
scription. We advise if patentable or not, 
free of charge. Our fee not due till patent 
is secured. A book, “ How to Obtain Pat­
ents,”  with references to actual clients In 
your State, county, or town. Address 
C. A. SNOW & CO.,
Opposite Patent Office. Washington, D. C.
J O U I  L .  B E C H T E L ,
m FURNISHING
Undertaker '*  Embalmer
C Q L L E G E V IL L E , PA.
Orders entrusted to my charge will receive 
the most careful and paiustaking attention. 
22au.
9 9 0 -
PRICES REDUCED
AT-----
: Davis’ Blacksmith S h o p :
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.
Four new shoes, any style or shape, put 
on for 99 cents.
*-16 J. E. DAVIS.
SCIENCE OF SPRING PLOW­
ING.
The plowing of the land in spring 
is'an ordinary matter to farmers, 
yet it is the most important work 
performed, for the reason that the 
growth of the crop and the yield 
depend on the first preparation of 
the soil. The amount of moisture, 
warmth and supply of plant food is 
regulated according to the capacity 
of the soil to absorb, retain and 
yield to the crops the desired ele­
ments necessary to complete growth. 
The time has been when potatoes 
were planted in the sod, first laying 
off the rows and cultivating the 
crops after the plants appeared 
above ground, and it may be added 
that good crops have been' secured 
in that manner. Nevertheless, bet­
ter results have been obtained when 
the land was plowed and then 
worked over until it became fine. 
In proof of the fact that the care­
ful preparation of the soil Increases 
the yield it is well known that a 
garden plot will produce more than 
a field, although the land of ihe 
field may be fully as rich in plant 
food as the garden plot, but the dif­
ference is that the preparation of 
the soil for a garden is usually com­
plete, and when the field is treated 
in the same manner it will not fail 
to show the effects of the better 
preparation. The foundation upon 
which all good crops are built is the 
land, and the beginning of the orop 
is when the land is plowed.
Plowing in the manure is one 
method of working it into the soil, 
but all farmers do not plow their 
land the same depth or turn, under 
their manure in the same manner. 
If the manure is too deep some 
time must elapse before the roots of 
the young plants will get down to 
it. I t  will not be very long before 
the plants will find the manure and 
utilize it, but early in the year it is 
very important that such a crop as 
corn should get a good start, and 
the loss of a week at the beginning 
may have an effect on the crop 
should the season come on dry. If 
the manure is spread on the surface 
and then worked into the top-soil 
with the harrow the young plants 
will be enabled to use it from the 
start, and the harrow will also 
render the soil fine. Two objects 
will be accomplished by so doing— 
first, the manure itself will be made 
finer, and second, the fineness of the 
soil will result in better disintegra­
tion of the mineral elements exist­
ing therein, independently of the 
manure, and thus provide the plants 
with available food at the beginning 
and also throughout the growing 
season. Manure that is plowed 
under will he very useful at the 
time the plants are maturing, hut 
the more rapid the growth of the 
plants when young the greater their 
root power and feeding capacity.
No crop should go into the ground 
until the soil is warm enough to 
germinate the seed. Corn that be 
gins to grow and is checked by a 
cold rain od cold soil will be thrown 
back in growth a week or two or 
perhaps more, and it is, therefore 
better to wait a few days for the 
soil to become warm than to lose 
more valuable time ingrowing later. 
The warmth will depend on the 
depth and fineness of the soil and 
its dryness. A well-plowed field 
that is properly drained will become 
warm several days sooner than one 
which has been plowed in a careless 
manner. The air enters a porous 
soil and the heat goes wherever the 
air can enter. If the soil is fine the 
surplus water can be more easily 
carried off, as it passes down to the 
subsoil and reaches the under drains 
sooner, but if the moisture remains 
near the surface by reason of shal­
low plowing the land will he cold 
until the season opens very warm 
at which period corn should then be 
well nnder way. The rule should 
be. to plow as early as the soil will 
permit and keep it loose with the 
harrow. It is an old remark that 
no farmer can harrow a field too 
often. I t may add to the expense 
for labor, but the crop will be bet­
ter enabled to derive plant food, 
moisture and warmth, as the fine 
soil stores water that would he lost 
in summer on hard soil and gives it 
to the plants when it has most re­
quired.
•VYOTICE !
J-N Threshing and feed cutting done at 
short notice and upon reasonable terms bv 
•  THEO. M. CASSELBERRY, 
16jy. Ironbrtdge P. O., Pa.
FARM NEWS AND VIEWS.
A great many suggestions have 
been made in favor of renovating 
the land, and to secure improve­
ments at a small cost by plowing 
under green crops. Of the crops 
recommended may be mentioned 
clover, cow peas, soja beans, rye, 
and even .corn and millet. There is 
another crop, however, which has 
been somewhat overlooked, and 
which can be grown on almost any 
soil, and that is turnips. The 
turnip crop need not be planted 
until July, or even August, and it 
grows rapidly, being off in a short 
time. On medium laud from thirty 
to forty tons can be grown, and the 
tops are more valuable than the 
bulbs for turning under. The Eng­
lish farmers grow turnips, allow 
sheep to feed on them, and turn them 
under as a manurial crop. Turnips 
may be broadcasted on well-pre­
pared land, using plenting of seed, 
and will soon cover the ground. 
Crops are grown in that way in the 
Southern States, and the cost is but 
little, as they require no cultivation 
when the seed is broadcasted.
A herd of twenty cows that are 
not properly sheltered and kept 
warm in winter will eat enough ad­
ditional food to more than pay for 
shingling the leaking roof over 
them, and they will also lose more 
than enough to their product of 
milk or butler to paint the building. 
Shelter saves food and promotes 
health.
Radishes are hardy plants, and 
the seed germinates and starts in a 
few days after being planted. They 
can be grown now in a cold frame, 
provided it is covered at night and 
contains enough fresh manure to 
create slight warmth underneath. 
The best radishes are those that are 
forced from the start, as they will 
be then crisp and tender. They 
can be bad on the table early in the 
year and until late in the fall.
The value of carrots will be made 
manifest to any one who has never 
used them in winter if he will pro­
cure a.few bushels and feed them to 
horses and cows. The animals will 
leave all other foods for the carrots. 
They need not be cooked, but 
should be sliced, with a little salt 
sprinkled over them.
An excellent way to preserve 
manure, and prevent loss of am­
monia, is to add a small quantity of 
kainit with the manure thrown out 
daily. Kainit contains potash and 
also common salt. The potash is 
not in a caustic state, as in the case 
with wood ashes, aDd during the 
decomposition of the manure chemi­
cal changes occur, in which the 
kainit itself is also broken up in 
its composition, causing many in­
gredients of the manure to become 
soluble and fixing the ammonia as a 
salt. One of the greatest losses 
that occur in manure is the escape 
of ammonia, as it passes off in the 
form of gas, which is imperceptible 
and gives no indication of loss ex­
cept by its odor.
Beginners with fruit should not 
be too enthuisastic over the merits 
of new varieties. Every year “the 
best” comes ont, the highly praised 
variety of last year being forgotten 
in the catalogues of this year. The 
proper plan is to visit the fruit farm 
of some experienced neighbor and 
take his advice. The old standards 
are usually the best, but new 
varieties should be tested on a 
limited scale. Climate and soil 
must he considered in selecting 
varieties.
The greatest gain in weight is 
from young stock. When an animal 
is growing its increase in weight 
diminishes as it approaches ma­
turity, but an old or matured ani­
mal will take on fat more readily 
than a young one, and the manure 
from an adult is also more valuable. 
The first week with a young animal 
is the most important, for if it is 
cared for and passes safely through 
the early days of life, especially in 
winter, it will have fewer difficulties 
to overcome later. Give a young ani­
mal a fair start and it will save its 
owner many hours of labor when it 
is able to assist itself.
That poultry will benefit orchards 
and keep down many insects is true 
only to a certain extent. The hens 
will be found more useful when con­
fined in yards here and there in the 
orchard. Movable yards, which can 
easily be placed around any trees 
desired, should be used.
Feeding sheep for market should 
be a separate business from simply 
raising them in the usual manner. 
They should receive clover hay and 
a liberal allowance of ground grain, 
as well as sheltered in a large yard, 
in order not to have them travel 
over the fields while fattening, the 
object being to fatten them quickly 
and sell as soon as they are ready.
It is claimed that ninety-five per 
cent, of the nitrogen in cattle food 
is returned to the farm where but­
ter is made a specialty. Of this 
quantity one-half goes into the 
liquid manure, one-fifth in the solids, 
and the balance in the skim milk.
If the skim milk is fed to pigs there 
is a profit therefrom and further ad­
dition to the manure. The fact, 
however, that one-half of the nitro­
gen goes into the liquid manure is 
evidence that the liquids are too 
valuable to be wasted, as they are 
on many farms.
H ow  to  P ro lo n g  Life
No man or woman can hope to live long if the Kidneys, Bladder, or Urinary 
Organs are diseased. Disorders of that kind should never be neglected. Don’t  
delay in finding out your condition. You can tell as well as; a physician. Put 
some urine in a  glass or bottle, and let it stand a day and night. A sediment a t 
the bottom is a sure sign th a t you have Kidney 
disease. Other certain signs are pains in the small 
of the back—a desire to make water often, especially 
a t night—a scalding sensation in passing it—and if 
urine stains linen there is no doubt th a t the disease 
is present.
There is a  cure for Kidney and Bladder 
Diseases. I t is Dr. David Kennedy’s Favorite 
Remedy. I t has been for th irty  years, and 
is today, the greatest and best medicine 
known for these troubles.
M r. W illiam  W . A dams, 
cor. Jefferson Avenue and 
Clifton Street, Roches­
ter, N. Y., says:—
“ Three years ago 
I  was taken w ith Kidney 
disease very bad ly ; a t times 
I was completely prostrat­
ed ; in fact, was so bad that 
a day was set for the doc­
tors to perform an operation 
upon me. Upon th a t day I com­
menced the use of Dr. David Kennedy’s  
Favorite Remedy, and it was not long before I was entirely cured, and I have had 
no return of the trouble since. My weight has increased, and I never was so 
well as I am now. Dr. David Kennedy’s  Favorite Remedy saved my life.”
Favorite Remedy acts directly upon the Kidneys, Liver and Blood. In  cases 
of Nervousness, Dyspepsia, Rheumatism, Ulcers, Old Sores, Blood Poisoning, 
Bright’s Disease and Female Troubles i t  has made cures after all other treat­
ments failed. I t  is sold for $i.oo a bottle a t drug stores. A  teaspoonful is a dose.
Send your full postoffice address to the D r. D avid 
K ennedy  C orporation , Rondout, N. Y., and 
mention this paper, and a sample bottle of Favorite Remedy will be sent free. Every 
sufferer can depend upon the genuineness of this offer, and should send a t once.
Sample Bottle Free !
CLEARING SALE
Before Invoicing February 15 our stock of
Men’s, Boys and Children’s 
Overcoats, Ulsters I Reefers
Have been Reduced from 25 to 40  Per Cent.
See our line of Woolens for Suits Made to Measure 
at Very Little Higher Cost than Ready-Made. 
We guarantee Satisfaction.




Is especially true of Hood’s Fills, for no medi­
cine ever contained so great curative power in 
so small space. They are a whole medicino
H ood’s
chest, always ready, al- ■ ■  ■
ways efficient, always sat- a l l
isfactory; prevent a cold I I I
or fever, cure all liver ills, m m
sick headache, jaundice, constipation, etc. 25o. 
The only Fills to take with Hood’s Sarsaparilla.
There is one Dental Firm  
in Philadelphia th a t you can 
rely upon getting good Work 
for one-half less money than 
others charge for inferior 
work. Twelve years’ experi­
ence in this city is a  good 
teacher. We are here to  stay. 
Our ten-year guarantee can 
he relied upon.
Our p a in less  m ethod fo r  
_ Extracting will please you. 
No other dentists have it. We are offered 
11,000 for same. Our teeth fit and look like 
natural. We guarantee a fit or no pay. Our 
fillings won’t  drop out. We don’t  charge for 
extracting or examining mouth. Car fare paid. 
Our crown and bridgework work can’t  be beat.
ALBA D EN TIS TS,_____
Offices:—1006 MARKET STREET, 
1123 CHESTNUT STREET,
117 NORTH EIGHTH ST.,
1918 DIAMOND STREET,
2508 KENSINGTON AYE., 
PH ILA D ELPH IA . PENNA-
HATS, CAPS AND FURNISHING GOODS
At the LOWEST PRICES. Give us a call.








To take care of our growing business we have incorporated and 
increased our facilities. We will continue on the lines established 
by the old firm and solicit a continuance of your orders.
am af
Castings of All Kinds. Machine Building.
-  i P T j n v c i P S  -
—AND—
If WIND  MILLS.
SPECIAL HAlISTID PU M PS.
Repairs to Horse Powers and all kinds of Agricultural 
Implements. Knives Ground.
The Norristown Tile, Trust and Safe Deposit Co.-Capital: $250,000
Main and DeKalb Sts., Norristown, Pa.
JOHN W. LOCH, Pres’t. F. G. HOBSON, Treasurer and Trust Officer.
5P<
Accounts. Acts as Executor, Trustee, Guardian, Assignee, Committee, Receiver, Agent, and in 
all trust capacities. Becomes Surety for those acting in fiduciary relations. Insures Titles toReal 
Estate and mortgages. Insures certified general searches. Rents Boxes in burglar proof vaults. 
Send for book with full explanations.
Don’t Tobacco 
Spit and Smoko 
Your Life 
Aw ay!
m a k e s  
the nerves 
strong, and 
brings b a c k  
the feelings of 
youth to the pre­
maturely old man. 
It restores lost vigor. 
You may gain ten 
pounds in ten days.
GUARANTEED
T9BACS0 HABIT CURE.
Go buy and try a box to-day. It 
costs only $1. Your own druggist 
will guarantee a cure or money re­
funded. Booklet, written guarantee of cure 
and sample fr-ee. Address nearest office.
THE STERLING REMEDY CO., %
CHICAGO. MONTREAL, CAN. NEW YORK.
F OB BENT.
Ad-without buildings, near Rahn Station, 
dress, 46 RICHMOND STREET,
2dec. Philad’a, Fa.
CASCARETS candy ca thartic  cure constipation. Purely vegetable, smooth and easy, sold by druggists everywhere, guaranteed to  cure. Only 10c.
FLAVELL’S  ELASTIC TR U SSES
Single, $3.00. Double, $5 .00 .
Fitted with our celebrated 
Pneumatic Pads: can be worn day 
and night with comfort and ease. 
Sold by P hysic ians o r  d irec t 
from  us. Circular free.
]005 SPRING GARDEN ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA.
YTOBBISTOWN HEBALD BOOH 
-IN BINDERY. Binding, Job Ruling, 
Perforating, Paging, Numbering, Blank 
Books for Banks and Business Houses, given 
special attention. Magazines bound and and 
repairing done quickly and cheaply. Esti­
mates cheerfully furnished. Address,




hut also the charm of very low 
prices at this Gallery. We don’t 
tire you out posing you.
G E O .  W.  D A Y ,
Photographer, 
DeKALB, Just Above Main St., 
NORRISTOW N, PA.
H ere at L ast Î
OUR 3XTEW
Is Opened and Ready for Business. 
Fine Bread and Cakes,
Oysters and Ice Cream. 
Yours to serve,
Frank H. Deisher,




Holds it own in the field 
of journalism, by contin­
uing to deserve the con­
fidence of its readers.
Those who have read 
the INDEPENDENT for 
twenty years w ill tell you 
that it does its level best 
to advocate right and 
oppose wrong!
It won’t always please 
y o u ; it can’t always 
please you any more than 
you can always please 
yourself.
If you are not a reader 
of the INDEPENDENT, 
become one, and give it a 
fair, intelligent t r i a l !  
Then your judgment will 
tell you all about it.
If you are a reader, ask 
your Mend or neighbor 
to do as you are doing. 
You can certainly never 
lose anything by doing a 
good thing.
The INDEPENDENT 
believes in honest goods, 
honest money, honest 
purposes and h o n e s t  
action.
Subscribe for the IN-
50  YEARS’ 
EXPERIENCE
MINTS
T rade M arks 
Designs
F f f i l 1 Copyrights A c. 
Anyone sending a sketch and description may 
quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an.----... — -----Aentable. Communica-
_ Handbook on Patents______ I agency for securingpatents.
Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the
invention is probably pate ta le, tions 8 tri ctly confl d ential.
sent free. Oldest r
DEPENDENT. $ 1 . 2 5 No. 1 Cures Fever.
No. 2 i t W orms.
per year in advance ! No. 3 i t Infants’ Diseases.
No. 4 i t Diarrhea.
No. 7 i t Coughs.
As an advertising med­
ium the I N D E P E N ­
DENT occupies a front 
place in the procession. 
Rates furnished upon ap­
plication.
wmm
All kinds of Job Work 
executed in a satisfactory 




I f  you have anything to 
sell, advertise it in the Independent.
Scientific American.
A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir­
culation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a
» four months, $L Sold by all newsdealers.IN&Co 361 Broadway, New YorkBranch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D. C.
Harvey K. Moyer
And Dealer in 
tlie best
B e e f , V eal &  M u t t o n .
Visits Collegeville, Trappe, and vicinity on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday mornings 
of each week. Thankful to the public for 
past favors he Invites continued patronage. 
Highest cash price paid for calves.
3sep. HARVEY K. MOYER.
Great Slaughter in Prices I—For 
the next 30 days I will reduce Hand-made 
Harness to Factory Prices. Any one order­
ing harness in the next 30 days may have the 
benefit of these prices,—everything else In 
proportion. Blankets, Saddles, Bridles, Boots, 
Whips, Stable Brooms, Combs, Brashes, etc. 
Also a lot of choice grade Cigars. Box 
trade a specialty.
W . E. JOHNSON, 
PROVIDENCE SQUARE, PA-
I n t o  u s e
T R Y I N G
To Make an Old Sewing 
Machine Do.
IT IS NOT ECONOMY!
Time is Wasted,
Work Not Half Done,
Patience Worn Out.
A ll This is Avoided by
x j s i n s r o -
The New No. 9
t i l l *  D M .
Easy to Operate, Beautiful Stitcher, 
Adapted to all kinds of Material, 
Up-to-date Improvements.
Ball Bearing and Rotary Motion 
are special features.
Write for a catalogue showing 
our different styles of woodwork. 
Agents wanted.
W e r  & lilsn i B a ifaci’i i  Co.
1312 Chestnut St.,
Philadelphia, Pa.












11 “ Delayed Periods.
12 “ Leuehorrea.
13 Cures Croup.




No. 20 Cures W hooping Cough 
No. 21 “ Asthma.
No. 24 “ General Debility.
No. 26 “ Sea-Sickness,
No. 27 , “ Kidney Diseases.
No. 28 Cures Nervous Debility.
No. 30 “ U rinary Diseases
No. 32 “ H eart Disease.
No. 34 “ Sore Throat.
No. 77 “ Colds and Grip.
D e . H c m p h e e Ss ’ H o m e o p a t h ic  M anttai.  
of  D is e a s e s  M a il e d  F r e e .
Small bottles of pleasant pellets, fit the vest- 
pocket. Sold by druggists, or sent prepaid upon 
receipt of prioe, 25 cents, except Nos. 28, and 82: 
are made $1.00 size only. Humphreys’ Medi­
cine Company, 111 William St., New York.
H U M P H  R E  Y S *  
W IT C H  H A Z E L  O IL
"THE PILE OINTMENT."
For Piles—External or Internal. Blind or Bleeding; . Fistula in Ano; Itching or Bleeding of the Rectum*. 
The relief is Immediate—the cure certain.
PRIOE, 60 OTS. TRIAL SIZE, 25 OTS-
Sold by Druggists, or sent post-paid on receipt of prioe. 
HUJ1FHRK YS’ BED. CO., 111*111 William 81» SEW YOBS
